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Souksakhone Vaenkeo 

The Ministry of Education and 
Sports has announced it will not 
allow any more government or 
private colleges or vocational 
institutes to run new courses 
at the bachelor degree level or 
higher.

Instead, it is suggested that 
educational institutions focus on 
improving their existing courses, 
a senior government official has 
said.

However, new courses at a le 
vel lower than bachelor degree 
may continue to be introduced, 
Deputy Minister of Education 
and Sports Dr Kongsy Sengmany 
told local media last week.

The ban will take effect from 
now until the end of the education 
reform programme in 2015. The 
government has formulated a 
two-phased education reform 
strategy, with the first phase 
running from 2006-2011 and the 
second from 2011-2015.

The government will not 
create any more universities, 
but suggests the ministry and 
relevant sectors improve the 
quality of the five existing state-
run universities, Dr Kongsy said, 
citing guidance given by Party 
Politburo members.

“During the reform period, 
there will no be expansion of 
state-run universities,” he told 
the media, citing the guidance 
provided.

“The guidance instructs us 
to place a focus on improving 
standards at the National 
University of Laos, Champassak 
University, Souphanouvong 
Universi ty,  Savannakhet 
University and the University 
of Health Sciences.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e s e 
universities will be permitted 
to run new graduate courses 
up to doctorate  level  i f 
the facilities available are 
considered to be adequate.  

Even though no more state-
run universities will be created 
for the time being, privately 
operated universities will be 
considered.

In a further bid to improve 
the quality of education in Laos, 
especially during this second 
phase of reform that 

Ministry puts 
brakes on 
new graduate 
courses, state 
universities  

Times Reporters

Lao Central Airlines Public 
Company (LCA)’s first Sukhoi 
Superjet 100 touched down at 
Wattay International Airport on 
Friday evening, the first of nine 
to join the airline’s fleet.

The plane was flown 
from Russia where it was 
manufactured.

LCA and the Sukhoi Civil 
Aircrafts Corporation of 
Russia signed a memorandum 
of understanding for the 
purchase of the 98-seater jets 
in May 2010.

“We have ordered nine new 
Sukhoi Superjet 100 aircraft 
from Russia. The first three 
will arrive in Laos this year,” 
Phongsavanh Group Chairman 

Lao Central Airlines takes 
delivery of new plane

Prof. Dr Od Phongsavanh said 
at the welcoming ceremony at 
the airport.

LCA, which is part of the 
Phongsavanh Group, was 
established in May 2010 with 
registered capital of 80 billion 
kip (US$10 million) to operate 
commercial air services, both 
domestically and internationally.

“The first aircraft landed on 
Friday, the second is expected 
in May and the third one will 
arrive in August,” Prof. Dr Od 
said. “The remaining six jets are 
expected to arrive in Vientiane 
next year.”

LCA will hold an opening 
ceremony for its new jet before 
it takes to the skies on scheduled 
flights, according to a handout 
from the airline.

inter-continental flights.
Speaking at a Lao-Thai 

business discussion meeting 
recently Prof. Dr Od said “Our 
new large aircraft will be Boeing 
777s that can fly to Paris, the 
USA, Beijing and Japan. They 
will arrive in Laos soon.”

The group plans to use 
the large aircraft for both 
passenger and cargo flights, 
and hopes to transport local 
produce to distant destinations 
in the future.

The handout noted that the 
airline is expanding its fleet 
because Laos is now a member 
of the World Trade Organisation 
and the Asean Economic 
Community will come into 
effect in 2015 to boost regional 
integration.

Phongsavanh Group staff and Lao and Russian officials and pilots pose in front of the Sukhoi Superjet 100 at Vientiane’s Wattay International 
Airport.

LCA also has two Boeing 
737-400 aircraft, one with 168 
seats and the other with 152 
seats, which went into service in 
May last year on the Vientiane-
Bangkok and Vientiane-Luang 
Prabang routes. 

The  company  began 
operating charter flights between 
Luang Prabang province and 
Thailand’s Khon Kaen province 
in December.

The airline plans to add 
more jet aircraft to its fleet 
between now and 2015 with a 
view to operating new routes 
in Asia and to other continents.

The new planes will play an 
important role in transporting 
the growing number of tourists.

The airline is also planning 
to buy larger aircraft for use on 

New Isuzu DMax set 
to deliver in the pick-
up market
page B

Times Reporters

Laos needs concrete measures 
to prevent soil degradation if 
the country wants to promote 
commercial maize and rubber 
plantations, according to a 
case study by the Lao National 
Economic Research Institute.

The UNDP funded study 
shows that evidence-based 
research of four land use types in 
northern Laos demonstrates that 
commercial maize and rubber 
plantations have the capacity to 

Measures needed to sustain maize, rubber cultivation
help farmers generate income 
and alleviate poverty in the 
short run. 

However, it expresses 
concerns that without the 
necessary environmental 
safeguards in place, commercial 
agriculture plantations expose 
land resources to serious 
environmental risks and the loss 
of a balanced ecosystem, which 
can render land use in Laos 
unsustainable. 

Measures to mitigate the 
potential environmental impacts 

of commercial agriculture 
plantations must be integrated 
into land use and farming 
practices, the study suggests.

With plenty of fertile land 
at its disposal, the government 
intends to promote commercial 
crops and industrial tree 
plantations to boost economic 
growth and reduce poverty in 
rural areas of the country.

According to the study, over 
the last decade, the availability 
of abundant forest and land 
resources and cheap labour has 

attracted substantial foreign 
investment, particularly in the 
agriculture sector.  Two of the 
more important commercial 
crops are maize and rubber. 

The total planted area 
of  maize  has  expanded 
substantively since 2006 and 
exceeded 210,000 hectares 
in 2010.  Maize production 
increased from about 403,000 
tonnes to over 850,000 tonnes 
in the same time period, with an 
average yield of about 4.8 tonnes 
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Times Reporters 

A Japanese business operator may 
set up a cattle breeding operation 
and pasture improvement project 
in Laos at the end of this year, if 
the government approves a land 
concession.

The project proposal is being 
considered by the Ministry of 
Planning and Investment after 
the Livestock and Fisheries 
Department of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry 
agreed to  the proposal , 
the department’s Director 
General, Dr Bounkhouang 
K hamb ounheuang ,  t o ld 
Vientiane Times last week.

The project will focus on 
farmlands in Huaphan and Xieng 
Khuang provinces, because 
these areas are suitable for 
livestock breeding and pasture 
improvement, he said.

Despite the fact that the 
government, in particular 
the Livestock and Fisheries 
Department, has encouraged 
farmers around the country 
to raise more animals, there 
is still an insufficient supply 
to satisfy market demand, Dr 
Bounkhouang said.

One reason for this is that 
a large number of livestock, 

mostly cattle and buffaloes, die 
in disease outbreaks because 
most farmers raise cattle using 
traditional methods and do not 
administer vaccines.   

Cattle are still imported from 
neighbouring countries to supply 
the domestic market, while some 
farmers breed them for sale and 
export as they fetch higher prices 
in other countries than they do on 
the domestic market. 

According to the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry, the 
number of cattle and buffaloes in 
some areas is increasing, while in 
other areas herds are decreasing 
as farmers sell stock to cover 
their expenses and purchase 
necessities.

There are currently 316 cattle 
and buffalo farms in Laos, which 
is an increase of 72 compared 
to the year before, according 
to a Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry report tabled at its 
annual meeting in Khammuan 
province last week.

Most of the farms are owned 
by farming groups and family 
businesses, and many farming 
families still raise their animals 
using traditional methods.

Dr Boumkhouang believes 
that the proposed project will 
supply meat to the domestic 

market, while some will be 
exported overseas as well.

Meanwhile a Vietnamese 
investor is planning to raise dairy 
cattle in Vientiane, a project 
which is expected to be underway 
by next year.

The project documents are 
in the process of being approved 
and a land transfer from the 
formal concession holder has yet 
to take place, Dr Bounkhouang 
said.

A business operator in China 
is also asking about livestock 
breeding in Laos but nothing 
concrete has come of it so far, 
he added.

Dr Bounkhouang said 
few overseas companies are 
interested in investing in cattle 
and buffalo farms, with foreign 
investors more attracted to other 
sectors. 

However, investment in pig 
and chicken farms is growing 
rapidly due to the high demand 
for meat and the smaller amount 
of land required.

One Vientiane livestock 
trader advised that if farmers 
have enough land to provide 
good quality pasture and raise 
cattle or buffalo they will do well 
in the longer term, due to the 
rising demand for beef.

Japanese investor mulls 
cattle farm in Laos

Times Reporters 

The Asian Development Bank is 
supporting a technical assistance 
project worth US$750,000, 
aiming to strengthen the capacity 
of the State Audit Organisation 
(SAO).

The project, which began in 
May 2012, is set for completion 
in October this year, according 
to the Country Director of the 
Asian Development Bank to 
Laos, Mr Chong Chi Nai. 

Las t  week ,  the  ADB 
presented electronic equipment 
worth more than US$43,700 to 
the State Audit Organisation. 

Speaking at the handover 
ceremony in Vientiane, Mr 
Chong Chi Nai said “Even though 
ADB’s technical assistance 
resources are becoming scarce, 
the bank reaffirms its support for 
the State Audit Organisation as 

ADB provides technical assistance for 
state auditing body

we believe that this body has a 
vital role in strengthening public 
sector governance in Laos.”   

The assistance project aims 
to strengthen procurement audit 
capacity and improve skills in the 
area of procurement audit within 
the State Audit Organisation.

Mr Chong Chi Nai said 
assistance will be realised through 
strengthening the knowledge and 
skills of audit staff regarding 
procurement processes; (ii) help 
auditors to identify risks relating 
to procurement processes and 
activities; and (iii) assist auditors 
in achieving a high level of 
quality and consistency when 
auditing public procurement of 
consulting services, goods and 
civil works.

The ADB has been supporting 
the State Audit Organisation 
since its establishment. The 
bank has funded several 

technical assistance projects 
to strengthen the capacity of 
the SAO.

The State Audit Organisation 
was established in 1998 through 
a Prime Ministerial decree. 
In July 2006, the National 
Assembly passed the Audit Law, 
which plays an important role 
in enhancing the effectiveness 
and independence of the 
organisation. 

Under this law, the State 
Audi t  Organisa t ion  has 
developed into an independent 
institution whose mandate is 
to report the results of audits 
to the Lao president, National 
Assembly and prime minister.

Since it was established 
as an independent body in 
2006, the SAO has been highly 
successful in monitoring the use 
of the state budget for national 
development.

Times Reporters

Repairs to sections of Road 
No. 13 North in Vientiane 
province using the government’s 
Road Maintenance Fund are 
continuing while the work 
financed by the World Bank 
has been completed.

The Head of Vientiane 
province’s road management 
u n i t ,  M r  S o m s a n o u k 
Phout thavong,  c la r i f ied 
details of the work carried out 
to the Vientiane Times when 
newspaper staff visited the 
worksite on Saturday.

“The repair work financed 
by the World Bank was 
completed in December, but 
now we are continuing road 
repairs under finance from the 
Road Maintenance Fund,” he 
said.

Road No. 13 runs through 
Vientiane province for a distance 
of 202km, from the km44 to 
km246 markers.

After the road became 
degraded in a number of places, 
the World Bank came up with 
the original grant financing 
of about 27 billion kip for the 
urgent repair of the sections 
that were the most seriously 
damaged.

The repairs began in March 
last year and were completed 
in December. There were four 
contracts involved covering 
272 sections of road over a total 
length of 27km. 

Four contractors carried 
out  the  repairs ,  namely 
Panyathilath Road-Bridge Co., 
Ltd. Bounhome, Thavixok, and 
Vongsayfa.

The first contract involved 
the stretch of road from km44 
to km86 which included the 
repair of 65 sections over a 
total length of 5.97km. The 
second, from km86 to km126, 
involved 81 sections amounting 
to 8.3km. The third, from km126 
to km154, required 85 sections 
of 7.4km in length to be repaired. 
The fourth contract covered 
repairs from km154 to km171 
and included 41 sections over a 
total length of 5.46km.

The government is providing 
31.4 billion kip for the current 
road repairs, 8.6 billion kip of 
which was used in the last wet 
season. The work involved 
repairs to 81 sections of road 
with a combined length of 
10.8km.      

Road repairs using the 
remaining 22.7 billion kip from 
the government’s budget are 

The connection between a road section repaired under the World Bank grant (bottom) and a section 
repaired using government funds (top) at Senxoom village in Phonhong district, Vientiane province. 

Road management unit clarifies 
repairs to Road 13 North

now being carried out by three of 
these contractors. The exception 
is Panyathilath Road-Bridge 
Co., Ltd.

They are repairing the other 
231 sections still to be done 
on the 202km stretch of road 
running through Vientiane 
province.

This repair work is also 
divided into four contracts with 
Bounhome Company being 
responsible for two of them. 
The contracts cover a distance 
of about 19km. According to 
Mr Somsanouk, the work is now 
60 percent complete, and is set 
to be finished by the end of next 
month. 

Mr Somsanouk Phoutthavong 
talks about the road repairs.

per hectare in 2010. 
Rubber plantations have 

expanded dramatically from 
under 6,000 hectares in 2003 to 
nearly 30,000 ha in 2007, and to 
almost 250,000 ha in 2010. This 
was a continuing upward trend 
until the government’s recent 
revision of the rubber plantation 
policy.The study highlights that 
to achieve poverty reduction and 
sustainable development goals, 

A maize plantation in Xayaboury province.

land use decisions will require 
the careful consideration of both 
financial and environmental 
consequences. 

It also suggests that lifting rural 
farm households in vulnerable 
upland areas above poverty 
through the use of commercial 
agriculture plantations may have 
implications for the sustainability 
and resilience of natural resource-
based livelihoods in these areas.

Laos needs measures... from page 1

The government is aware 
of the environmental impacts 
of land use and has suspended 
land concessions for rubber 
plantations and some industrial 
tree species until 2015. 

The government is now 
reviewing its land concession 
policy and boosting the capacity 
of authorities to monitor the 
environmental impacts of land 
concessions. 
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Statement of the spokesman 
of the Lao Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on DPRK nuclear test  

The Lao People’s Democratic Republic has closely followed the recent 
underground nuclear test by the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK), which was conducted on February 12, 2013. The Lao PDR is deeply 
concerned over that event and profoundly shares the concern of the world 
community that it may further increase tension in the Korean peninsula. In 
such a distraught situation, the Lao PDR calls upon all concerned parties to 
make efforts and to refrain and jointly solve the issue by peaceful means. The 
Lao PDR reaffirms its consistent position on building the Korean peninsula 
as a nuclear weapons free zone and on resuming the six-party talks as early 
as possible, as well as preserving peace, security and stability in the Korean 
peninsula.  

Times Reporters

The introduction of stricter measures 
has reduced opium poppy cultivation 
in Luang Namtha but the provincial 
authorities are battling to stop cultivation 
in Long district, where it is still thriving.

Luang Namtha Drug Control 
and Supervision Office Head, Mr 
Sisouphanh Chantapaseuth, outlined 
their achievements to Vientiane Times 
on Friday. 

“We seem to be having more success 
than other provinces through the use of 
stricter measures to combat poppy 
cultivation and drug trafficking, so these 
activities have diminished,” he said.

Luang Namtha is one of the northern 
provinces that has been at the forefront 
of poppy cultivation.

However, the crop has dramatically 
decreased since 2011 after the local 
authorities clamped down on planting.

Mr Sisouphanh said the authorities 
no longer just gave verbal warnings 
and accepted verbal undertakings 
from local people that they would stop 
growing poppies. They now required 
them to enter into an agreement to 
do so which was endorsed with a 
fingerprint.

“We have accepted the agreement 
with their fingerprint as evidence for 
future reference. They can be detained 
for education on the matter if they 
violate the agreement,” he added. 

Laos was officially declared to be 
opium free in 2006, but the clandestine 
cultivation of poppies continues in the 
north and is increasing by 20 to 30 
percent every year. 

Poppies are now grown on about 
5,000 hectares, of which 1,500 hectares 
are in Phongsaly, 1,000 hectares in 

Tougher measures curb poppy 
growing in Luang Namtha

Huaphan, 750 hectares in Xieng 
Khuang, 700 hectares in Oudomxay, 
500 hectares Luang Prabang, and 150 
hectares in Bokeo province.

According to Mr Sisouphanh, an on-
site survey found 145 hectares of opium 
poppy plantations in Luang Namtha 
province, but satellite photography 
showed there to be 383 hectares under 
cultivation.

He said Sing district grew the most 
in 2011, but the tougher measures 
combined with the involvement of 
officials from all related sectors, 
including prosecutors, had led to a 
marked decrease.

The authorities can bring these 
stricter measures to bear against 
offenders because they have made 
everyone fully aware of the regulations 
and raised awareness of the issue in 
all communities in the province, Mr 
Sisouphanh stressed.

He mentioned transparency in 
the use of these measures, saying the 
authorities ensure people’s safety during 
their period of education and release, 
and said this process can only occur if 
authorised by a prosecutor.

Luang Namtha has confirmed the 
use of tougher measures against poppy 
cultivation. Many other provinces have 
not, claiming that the dissemination of 
regulations and awareness building on 
the dangers of narcotics has not yet 
reached all the target communities.

“The time has now passed when 
people can say they don’t know about 
the prohibition,” Mr Sisouphanh said. 

Luang Namtha authorities are 
about to implement the measures in 
Long district, which has the largest 
opium poppy cultivation area among 
all districts in the province.

Times Reporters

A woman working at a garment factory 
in Xaythany district, Vientiane, has 
alleged that her employer forces staff to 
work more than the official eight hours 
a day without any overtime payment.

She said their employer sets 
production targets that workers are 
required to meet each day. Those who 
fail to do so have to work beyond 
official working hours without being 
paid at the overtime rate. The woman 
claimed that the targets set were 
unreasonable and were beyond the 
reach of many workers within the eight 
hour work day. 

In this situation, the employer 
benefits through increased output while 
minimising costs, making the business 
more lucrative.   

Director General of the Worker 
Protection Department under the 
Federation of Trade Union, Mr 
Ounkham Bounyaseng, said he was 
unable to comment on whether this 
case breached the regulations. He said it 
depended on the individual agreement 
reached between the employer and an 
individual employee and the terms they 

had agreed upon.
But he said such a case should not 

happen if a collective labour agreement 
has been drawn up. This is a general 
agreement between the employer 
and all employees, in which a union 
representative is also involved.

The absence of such an agreement 
provides loopholes for employers. 
It enables them to take advantage 
of workers, especially those with 
limited knowledge who are unable to 
contribute to negotiations on individual 
agreements.

Mr Ounkham said most of the 
disputes that arose between employers 
and workers were due to the absence of 
collective labour agreements.

Many businesses have refused to 
appoint trade union representatives 
in their workplaces and have also 
refused to draw up a collective labour 
agreement, as they are reluctant to be 
bound by additional obligations.

But these refusals contravene 
the Labour Law, which stipulates 
that businesses must appoint trade 
union representatives in workplaces 
as well as negotiate collective labour 
agreements.

focuses on vocational and higher 
education institutions, the ministry is 
also undertaking assessments of state 
and private colleges and vocational 
institutions.

Dr Kongsy said the assessment 
scheme is being piloted in Vientiane 
before being extended to the provinces.

 Officials hope to finish the 
assessment of colleges in Vientiane 
by April. Those institutions that 
fail to meet the criteria set by the 

ministry will be asked to improve 
their operations. But if they fail to do 
so they will not be allowed to open 
next academic year.

The ministry will also assess every 
course run by each institution. Those 
that fail to meet the set criteria will 
be asked to improve and if they are 
assessed to be inadequate a second 
time the course will be cancelled. 
Only those that fulfil the criteria will 
be allowed to continue.

Ministry puts... from page 1

“Employers are afraid that union 
representatives will encourage workers 
to go on strike or protest, as happens in 
other countries,” Mr Ounkham said.

The trade union federation says 
that unless its representatives are 
present in a workplace, a collective 
labour agreement cannot be formulated 
because there is no one to represent all 
of the employees in negotiations.

Officials say that many businesses 
mistakenly believe that the agreement 
will stipulate only conditions that 
employers are required to meet to 
uphold the rights and interests of 
employees. But the agreement also 
lays down conditions that employees 
are required to fulfil under their job 
description, which benefits employers.

Trade union representatives will 
ensure that workers fulfil their job 
descriptions as well as ensuring that the 
rights and interests of workers are met, 
all of which will result in a healthier 
working environment.

So far, only 252 out of more than 
18,000 businesses in Laos have drawn 
up collective labour agreements with 
their employees. The union aims to 
increase this number to 500 by 2015.      

Times Reporters

The number of banks setting up in Laos 
has been increasing recently, reflecting 
the growth in the banking business here 
as the country’s economy expands. 

The growth rate of Banque Franco-
Lao Ltd (BFL), a joint venture between 
the BRED Group and Banque pour 
le Commerce Exterieur Lao Public 
(BCEL), reportedly doubled between 
2011 and 2012 and now expects to grow 
by 50 percent in 2013. 

CEO of BRED Group, which is also 
called Banque Populaire, Mr Olivier 
Klein and his team visited Vientiane 
last week to look for more business 
opportunities. 

BFL now has 113 employees 
and 13 branches in Vientiane, Pakxe, 
Luang Prabang and Savannakhet and 
will extend its network this year to 25 
branches throughout the country. 

“We are happy that we are doing 
very good business here,” said Mr 
Klein. “This is my first visit here and 
we want to see what more we can do 
in Laos in the future.”

BRED developed its activities in 
Laos in 2010 through the creation of 
BFL with BCEL. 

 “We had a good partner here and 
were confident in the economy, so we 
decided to set up the bank. We chose 
this country as we feel comfortable with 
it and are doing well,” he added.

“The Lao government’s policy on 
investment is also encouraging and 
we have good support from the people 
here.” 

“We are here for long term growth, 
so we wish to create trust by doing our 
best,” Mr Klein added. 

“When we have established a 
successful profile here we might 
look at extending our business into 

Banking in Laos a thriving business

neighbouring countries like Thailand 
and Vietnam.”  

Mr Klein said the bank aims to 
attract customers by stressing the 
importance of good service. “Banking 
products and technology are similar 
amongst most banks, but better service 
can make us different.” 

BFL managing director Mr 
Guillaume Perdon said the bank is not 
only focused on French nationals and 
Europeans, it takes good care of all 
its clients of which about 80 percent 
are Lao. 

“We also try to help Lao SMEs. We 
review their business plans in order to 
provide loans instead of demanding a 
property deposit.” 

BRED Banque Populaire deputy 
chief executive officer, Mr Yves 
Jacquot, said that even though there 
are more banks in Laos, the competition 
is less strong compared to neighbouring 
countries. The Lao economy also 

keeps growing, so there are more 
opportunities for us to grow.” 

BFL is developing a retail bank 
based on the experience of the 
leading Lao bank, BCEL, as well 
as the dynamism of Laos, which is 
located in the heart of an economic 
growth area and is now a member of 
the World Trade Organisation. BRED 
Group also develops specific services 
for the Lao community in France.

Confident in the Lao economy 
and BCEL management, BRED 
deepened its partnership in 2011 
through the purchase of a 10 percent 
stake in BCEL, which ensures 
active cooperation between the two 
institutions, especially in training 
and IT. 

BRED, the first regional bank 
with BPCE, France’s second-largest 
banking group, is a cooperative bank 
founded 94 years ago, with the aim of 
financing the local economy.

Mr Olivier Klein (centre) and his team explain BFL’s business plans during their 
visit to Vientiane.

Factory worker claims overtime pay is denied   

Officials in charge have distributed 
the assessment forms to all the schools 
involved. The form identifies certain 
criteria that institutions must meet, 
such as the standard of facilities 
(buildings) and the number of 
regular and invited teachers and their 
background, as well as criteria related 
to other conditions.

There are more than 100 state-
run and private colleges across the 
country. 
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News in Brief
Attapeu province to hold first aid course
People in several districts of Attapeu province will be better prepared to deal with injuries 
and illnesses after attending a first aid training course this month. 
The trainees will attend lectures given by staff from local hospitals.
The course will be organised by the provincial Red Cross branch, to provide attendees with 
the skills and knowledge necessary to treat people in a variety of situations.
The course is specifically designed to provide preventative health services to all segments 
of the population.
Attapeu is one of many southern provinces to have been affected by flooding in recent years.

Xieng Khuang to improve tourism sites
The Xieng Khuang provincial authority is continuing to develop its infrastructure in a bid 
to boost socio-economic growth and attract tourists. 
The province’s Tourism Department said planned projects include improving roads leading to 
the Plain of Jars and other tourist attractions, providing more information services, extending 
the electricity supply, and ensuring clean water supplies. 
The department also plans to expand into the ecotourism market to promote the many areas 
of natural beauty in the province.  
The developments will also include the preservation of important tourism sites which, it is 
hoped, will attract even more visitors to the province. 
Improving security and promoting the traditional culture of all communities is also part of 
the plan, the department reported.  
Tourism infrastructure has increasingly been developed over the past two years, during which 
time Xieng Khuang has become renowned as one of the top tourist destinations in Laos. 
 
Xekong folk get boost from development project
Rural communities in three districts of Xekong province are expected to become self-
sufficient by the end of this year after benefiting from a project providing clean water, health 
care, food, farm animals and crop seeds. 
The project, supported by development partners and NGOs, aimed to help families in target 
areas access basic infrastructure and improve their quality of life.
Hundreds of people, especially children, in the three target districts of Kaleum, Lamam and 
Dakcheung now have access to better health care and education. 
 The project also focused on empowering women and men by providing access to meaningful 
work through small business training, loans and farming programmes. It also provided 
education on new techniques for growing crops and raising animals.
 Under the initiative, latrines have been built in many villages and birth attendants trained 
to help women during delivery. 

Bounfaeng Phaymanivong

The Lao Brewery Company 
Limited (LBC) in partnership 
with the National Blood 
Transmission Centre is hoping 
to provide more than 875,000cc 
of donated blood this year, 
which is expected to come from 
50 percent of the company’s 
5,800 employees.

“We’ll try our best to 
achieve the target of 50 percent, 
or 3,500 of our company 
personnel and their family 
members across the country 
as part of our corporate social 
responsibility activities,” LBC 
Managing Director Mr Kissana 
Vongsay revealed at a press 
conference on Friday.

The announcement comes 
as the company marks its 40th 
anniversary (1973-2013). The 
blood donation drive shows 
the dedication of LBC staff 
to help those in need and save 
lives, without any expectation 
of reward.

“The LBC family includes 
our company personnel, 
workers and business partners. 
It is hoped that the families 
of our staff will also take part 
in this project so let’s hope 
we can produce significant 
achievements together until the 
end of this year,” Mr Kissana 
said.

On the same occasion, 
Mr Kissana highlighted 
the company’s previous 
achievements as well as its 
work relating to corporate 

Lao Brewery Company launches 
blood donation scheme  

Company staff donate blood at LBC’s head office in Vientiane on 
Friday.

social responsibility to support 
the development of the country.

“Over the past year, we 
have helped the government 
with the promotion of education 
and health, sport events, 
environmental activities and 
road safety projects,” he said.

Vice President of the Lao 
Red Cross and Director of the 
National Blood Transfusion 
Centre, Dr Te Thammavong, 
said the initiative was a 
significant collaboration 
between the company and the 
blood transfusion centre.

“I am delighted to partner 

with the company. We have 
different areas of responsibility 
but we can work together to 
provide much-needed blood 
for hospital patients,” he said.

Dr Te said they had 
previously teamed up for blood 
donation activities but this had 
been sporadic. However, the 
company still supports the 
centre by providing essential 
items for use in blood donation.

“This is a good opportunity; 
we’re very happy to be working 
with LBC again to fulfil the 
need for blood in hospitals,” 
he added.
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‘Now is the winter of our discontent…’

Please help us make a ‘glorious summer’ by letting us have 
your comments and suggestions. The Vientiane Times is your 
newspaper so here is your chance to improve it.
We would like to know what you like and/or don’t like about the 
newspaper. So we need your response to the following:

1. 	 Do you read the newspaper for its international news, Lao news or 
for another reason, and if so what?

2. 	 Apart from the headlines on the front page, what do you read first?
3. 	 Which sections would you like to see expanded or reduced?
4. 	 Are there any new sections you would like to see?
5. 	 Are you satisfied with our existing page size or would you prefer a larger 

broadsheet format?
6. 	 Please tell us if our use of English is to your liking, acceptable or 

unsatisfactory.
7.	 What are you most interested in with respect to world news, entertainment 

and sports?
8. 	 Have you any comments on the following services: Website and 

online news; cell phone SMS news; newspaper delivery; advertising; 
subscriptions.

The Editorial Committee is grateful for your support. To thank you for 
helping us by responding to this survey we will give you a Vientiane Times 
bag and calendar.  

Please send your comments to our office at the corner of Pangkham 
and Setthathirath Roads, or by post to Vientiane Times, P.O. Box 5723, 
Vientiane. Or call us on 021-216364 or fax 021-216365. 
Or email: lorlor55599@yahoo.com. 
This questionnaire is also available on our website www.vientianetimes.la.

Vientiane Times Reader Survey SELECTION OF CONSULTANTS BY THE WORLD BANK
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

Lao PDR
Consumer Research to Inform Rural Sanitation Behaviour Change and Marketing Communications for Lao PDR 

CONSULTING SERVICES
TRUST FUND #: TF 095254

The World Bank [through the Water and Sanitation Program] intends to finance the Assignment described below under a trust fund (TF095254).

The objective of this assignment is to conduct an in-depth consumer research study in Lao PDR to better understand the behavior determinants for sanitation 
and hygiene behaviors, as well as improve programmatic efforts to scale coverage. The specific objectives are to:  

1.	 Establish baseline sanitation and hygiene practices among rural populations; 
2.	 Identify the key factors that influence these practices, by exploring emotional, psychological, cognitive, social (gender included), 

environmental, cultural and economic factors that influence latrine construction, purchase and usage;  
3.	 Define the different target audiences and determine their characteristics (segmentation); 
4.	 Assess the main benefits sought from sanitation facilities for the different target audiences;
5.	 Gauge households' ability and willingness to build or purchase sanitation facilities, as well as to use support services, such as micro-finance 

and installation;
6.	 Describe media habits and identify the main channels of communication being used to reach the target audiences.

Combined with results from the supply chain analysis (to be undertaken and procured separately), insights from the consumer research will assist 
the Lao PDR Government and its partners in developing an evidence-based sanitation marketing and behavior change communications aimed at 
improving sanitation and hygiene practices at large scale.

The study will have national representation for its rural population of around 4.3 million people. The sampling plan should include the following six 
provinces, namely Bokeo, Luang NamTha, Borikhamxay, Savanakhet, Saravan and Sekong.

The Deliverable will have specified a completion date within the implementation period as defined in the Terms of Reference. Payment will be made 
on completion of the Deliverable within the Assignment. A Lump-sum based contract will be used.

The Water and Sanitation Program at the World Bank Office Vientiane now invites eligible Consulting Firms to indicate their interest in providing 
the services. Interested Consulting Firms must provide information on core business and years in business, and information indicating that they are 
qualified in the field of assignment (brochures, experience of similar assignments, demonstration of technical and managerial capabilities of firm, 
availability of relevant skills and experience of key staff.). Consultants may associate to enhance their candidacy. 

To this end, the firm is asked to use SaniFOAM as an overall analytical framework: SaniFOAM: A Framework to Analyze Sanitation Behaviors to 
Design Effective Sanitation Programs; see www.wsp.org

Interested applicants will need to already have or be able to qualify for a World Bank Vendor Number (issued from World Bank Washington HQ) to 
be able to undertake this Assignment. This Vendor Number should be quoted on the Expression of Interest (EOI) if already received. The Consulting 
Firm will need to fulfil all necessary technical, legal, financial and administrative aspects applicable to the contract; possess the commercial and 
financial capability to perform the contract; and the firm being recommended for award will have their WB Vendor Registration verified prior to the 
signing of the contract. 

Interested Consulting Firms should submit a brief Expression of Interest (EOI) maximum 10 pages, and including the following information for 
the processing of a Consulting Firm’s contracts:

Consulting Firm’s Name:
World Bank Vendor Number:
Consulting Firm’s manager’s name and CV:
Consulting Firm’s staff names and CVs:
Address:
Tel:
Fax:
Email:
Consultants’ names (if any):

-	 Company background (including relevant experience of the firm related to the assignment e.g. work of a similar nature).
-	 Statement of the Consulting Firm’s ability to fulfil all necessary technical, legal, financial and administrative aspects applicable to the 

contract, including statement of whether the contract will be undertaken a) solely by the Consulting Firm, b) as a Joint Venture or c) as a 
Sub-Consultancy Agreement .

-	 Statement of the Consulting Firm’s commercial and financial capability to perform the contract (including number and quality of facilities, 
office equipment etc and present financial health of the firm.)

Please note this is not a request for technical or cost proposals.
Consultants will be selected in accordance with the Selection and Use of Consultants by the World Bank Group for Operational Purposes (AMS 15.01). 

Interested Firms may obtain further information at the address below. All submissions will be managed through the World Bank Group eConsultant2. 

Expressions of Interest must be uploaded to the World Bank’s on-line through https://wbgeconsult2.worldbank.org/wbgec/index.html no later than 
16:00pm on 26 February 2013. 

Office
Water and Sanitation Program
World Bank Office Vientiane
PO Box 345. Pathou Xay, 
Vientiane, Lao PDR
Tel: ++856 21 266280 ext. 6285
fax: ++856 21 266297

Phommachanh Sosourivong, Team Assistant: psosourivong@worldbank.org

5Monday February 18, 2013   Photo news 

Group Managing Director of Chevrolet-Lao Co., Ltd. Mr Phuvares Kongwatthanasupa holds 
up the coupon of the first prize winner in a lucky draw, coupon number 614 belonging to a Mr 
Chanpaseut, who has yet to collect his prize. Mr Chanpaseut is now the lucky owner of a Chevrolet 
Spark. Also awarded during the ceremony held at the Chevrolet showroom in Vientiane recently 
were five cameras, four LCD TVs , three Ipad 4s, and one motorbike. Chevrolet Lao opened in 
August last year and in the first four months sold 600 cars. The company now aims to sell around 
100 cars per month.                                                                                           --Photo Sisouphan

Watthana Montessori 
Pre-School staff 

and children pose 
for a group photo 

last Thursday with 
Vieng Keo Pre-

School children and 
teachers after they 
donated boxes of 

educational materials 
to Xaythany district 

school, as part of 
the “helping hands” 

project. Children 
from Watthana 

Montessori visited 
Vieng Keo Pre-

School and spent 
the morning playing 

games, singing songs 
and making new 

friends.

This young elephant is one of the star attractions at this year’s Elephant Festival in Xayaboury 
province and visitors are more than eager to have their photo with him.

A truck unloads materials to be used in the building of a bridge over the Mekong River in Paklay 
district, Xayaboury province.
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Welthungerhilfe / German Agro Action (WHH/GAA), a German-based 
non-profit, non-partisan and non-denominational aid organization, 
working in more than 50 countries worldwide, is seeking qualified 
staff for its project offices in Houaysay and Paktha, Bokeo Province. 
Since its inception in 1962, WHH/GAA has been working to reduce 
food insecurity and to improve the living condition of the rural poor in 
developing countries.

VACANCY FOR LAO NATIONALS

The WHH/GAA office in Laos invites applications for the following 
positions: 

•	 1 Project Manager
•	 4 technical field staff in the field of sustainable food and nutrition 

security, famers associations and land-use planning
•	 1 Finance Officer
•	 1 Cashier/Secretary
•	 1 Driver
•	 Guards and Cleaner

ToRs will be provided upon request after applications are submitted.

Women are especially encouraged to apply.

Applications should include: CV, references and expected salary and 
be addressed to: 
Welthungerhilfe/GAA
P.O. BOX 9817
Vientiane
or by mail to:
Mr Souphasit Bounyavong, E-Mail: gaalao.sps@etllao.com

Deadline for Applications is 21.02.2013 
Only selected candidates will be called for interviews. 

Position: Business Development Manager (Assistant Manager)

Job Description
The Business Development Manager will be responsible for account 
coordination and relation of NTT clients and partners in Lao PDR (including 
marketing, selling, delivery, and support).

Role / Responsibility
-	 Act as market and business intelligence by performing detailed analysis 

and explanation of account management, sales report, market trend 
and situation, and budgeting.

-	 Support sales activity i.e. vendor sourcing, recommending, and justifying 
the solutions and pricing.

-	 Monitor the execution of customer order and service delivery. 
-	 Manage long term relationship with our clients and partners
-	 Execute the activities directed by NTT H/Q
-	 Be responsible to make over 100 % revenue contribution of the 

Company's target.

Qualifications
-	 Male/Female with Lao nationality 
-	 Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration, Marketing, or Engineering.
-	 5-7 Year experience in field of sales, marketing, business development, 

and engineering.  Background experiences in IT, system integrator, and 
telecom industry will be advantage.

-	 Good command and communications in Japanese, English and Thai.
-	 Strong analytical skills and strategic planning.
-	 Strong and well discipline, initiative, self-motivated, high responsibility, 

and can work under minimum supervision and independent.

Contact
-	 Company name: NTT Communications (Thailand) Co., Ltd [Vientiane 

Representative Office]
-	  Office address: 4 th Floor, Alounmai Tower, 23 Singha Road, Nongborn 

Village,
                        Saysettha District, Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR
-	 Telephone: (856)21-455-082 (Vientiane office) , (66)22-36-7227     
 	 Mail : vte-all@ntt.co.th
 	 How to apply: send resume by email (vte-all@ntt.co.th)

Monday February 18, 2013

In brief  from Asia  
News Network 

Region

Social media poised 
to be game changer in 
poll campaigns
BANGKOK (The Nation) 
-- The upcoming Bangkok 
governor election will mark 
a historic change in election 
campaigning in Thailand, 
with the increasing role of 
social media, e-commerce 
and e-marketing, expert 
Pawoot Pongvitayapanu said.
Pawoot praised independent 
candidate Suharit Siamwalla, 
who said he had spent 
"hundreds of thousands of 
baht" so far on the election 
campaign although the 
legal limit is 49 million 
baht (US$1.63 million), and 
said he was among leading 
candidates in surveys.

Spring Festival holiday 
sees 440m trips
BEIJING (China Daily) -- 
Chinese made 440 million 
trips during the Spring 
Festival holiday, which 
lasted from February 9 to 15, 
transportation authorities said 
Saturday. Railways handled 
34.68 million trips with a 
year-on-year increase of 3 
million trips, according to the 
Ministry of Railways (MOR).
Highway and water-based 
transport saw 399 million 
trips, up over 50 million trips 
compared with 2012, while 
the number of air-based trips 
rose 18 percent year-on-year 
to 6.42 million, the Ministry 
of Transport said.

ISLAMABAD (Xinhua) -- At 
least 63 people were killed 
and over 180 others injured 
in sectarian attack, targeting 
the minority Shia Mulims in 
Pakistan’s southwest city of 
Quetta on Saturday evening.

Mir Zubair Mehmood, 
the City Central  Police 
Officer of Quetta said that 
a powerful bomb, targeting 
Hazara Community of Shia 
Muslims ripped through a 
market area located at Karani 
road of Quetta, the capital city 
of the country’s southwest 
Balochistan province, at about 
5:30 pm (local time).

He said that the explosion 
killed 63 people including 
women and kids and injured 
over 180 others who were 
shifted to Military hospital of 
Quetta for medical treatment.

Over 20 injured people are 
in a critical condition who would 
be airlifted to the country’s 
southern port city of Karachi 
by an army plane on Sunday 
morning for better medical 
services, said the CCPO.

Revealing the results of 
initial investigations by the 
Bomb Disposal Squad, he said 
that the bomb was detonated by 
a remote controlled device and 
the explosive materials were 
fixed in water tank parked inside 
the market.

The CCPO said that a two-
storey building comprising of 
over 40 shops was leveled to 
the ground following the blast 

63 killed, 180 injured in sectarian 
attack in SW Pakistan

Fire rages from destroyed houses at the blast site in southwest Pakistan’s Quetta on Saturday. Photo Xinhua

and several people were feared 
buried under the debris.

The spokesperson of 
Balochistan government 
announced an official mourning 
across the province over the 
mass-kill ings of Hazara 
community on Sunday, saying 
that the national flag would fly 
at half-mast at all state-owned 
buildings in Balochistan on the 
day of mourning.

Wazir  Khan,  Deputy 
Inspector General of Quetta 
Police said that an estimated 
800kg to 1000 kg of explosive 
materials were used in the 
blast. He said that the explosion 
happened in a town where 
a vast population of Hazara 

community of Shia Muslims 
are settled.

The explosion left a 6 feet 
wide and 12 feet deep crater 
at the ground.Several houses, 
shops and vehicles were also 
destroyed in the blast.

Following the blast, angry 
Shia protestors cordoned off 
the area, keeping police, rescue 
teams and media away from the 
blast site.

The protestors said that 
Hazara community was targeted 
dozens of time in Quetta over the 
last two years in which hundreds 
of innocent Shia Muslims lost 
their lives, but the government 
failed to provide adequate 
security to them.

M a j l i s - e - Wa h d a t - e -
Musl imeen and  Hazara 
Democratic Party, the groups 
of Shia Muslims in the city 
announced a three-day-
mourning over the incident and 
gave a strike call in Quetta on 
Sunday.

Shia clerics and scholars 
in other parts of the country 
including southern cities of 
Karachi and Hyderabad staged 
sit-in at the roads to express 
solidarity with the victims of 
Quetta blast.

The protestors demanded 
government to arrest those 
responsible behind the incident 
and provide foolproof security 
to Hazara Community.

BEIJING (Xinhua) -- Fresh 
smog shrouded Beijing and 
some other provinces in China 
early on Sunday, disrupting 
highway traffic and flights.

Readings for  PM2.5, 
hazardous particles measuring 
2.5 microns in diameter or 
less, exceeded 200 micrograms 
per cubic meter at 9 am in 
some areas, said the Beijing 
Environmental Protection 
Monitoring Center.

Moderate or serious air 
pollution was reported in many 
parts of Beijing, with a visibility 
of no more than 500 meters in 
the early morning, the center 
added.

The visibility at Beijing 
Capital International Airport at 
one point fell to 5 to 10 meters, 
delaying some flights.

Bei j ing  s t re tches  o f 
expressways linking to other 
cities including Kaifeng, Harbin, 
Shanghai and Tianjin were 
temporarily closed, Beijing 
municipal traffic administration 
authorities said.

The provinces of Tianjin, 
Hebei and Henan were also 
affected by heavy smog on 
Sunday.

The air quality index reached 
500, or extreme pollution, in 
five monitoring sites at 8 am 
in Shijiazhuang, the provincial 
capital of Hebei.

Smog disrupts 
Beijing traffic, 
flights
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Improving the Resilience of the Agricultural Sector in Lao PDR to 
Climate Change Impacts IRAS - NAPA Follow-Up Project

Job Announcement

Climate change is a subject that impacts the way we live and work. It is having 
a significant impact on many economic sectors including agriculture. The 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has been active in fighting 
against climate change since 1990. With funding from the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) and technical support from UNDP, the Lao PDR completed 
the National Adaptation Programme of Action to Climate Change (NAPA).

UNDP and the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry (MAF), executed through 
the National Agriculture and Forestry Research Institute (NAFRI) have 
completed the formulation of the project “Improving the Resilience of the 
Agriculture Sector in Lao PDR to Climate Change Impacts” as part of the 
NAPA follow-up.
The following long-term positions are immediately available in the project:

1 Senior Finance and Administrative Officer, Vientiane Capital (3 months)

The project aims to have 50% of the positions occupied by female staff. 
Women are strongly encouraged to apply.
For detailed Terms of Reference (ToR) please contact:MsDalavanhSisoutham 
Tel: 021 771594 or 020 28225315, email address: dalavanh_s@yahoo.com 
or download Terms of Reference or for electronic applications on NAFRI 
website at: www.nafri.org.la

Please send your written application for a specified position, consisting of cover 
letter and comprehensive CV, to Ms Dalavanh Sisoutham; NAFRI/MAF. 
Tel: 021 771594 or 28225315; email address: dalavanh_s@yahoo.com
Deadline for applications:  28th  February 2013

Monday February 18, 2013

World

MOSCOW (Xinhua) -- Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry 
Rogozin Saturday proposed 
establishing a common defence 
system to counter space threats, 
one day after a meteorite 
explosion injured some 1,200 
people in the Chelyabinsk 
region in Russia’s Urals region.

“Humankind must create 
a system to identify and 
neutralise objects that pose a 
danger to the Earth,” the official 
wrote on his Twitter account.

Rogozin said he would 
present Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev Monday with 
proposals on how to tackle 
similar incidents in the future.

L o c a l  e x p e r t s  a l s o 
advocated for the building 
of a common space threat 
monitoring and warning 
system.

Vitaly Davydov, deputy 
head of Russia’s federal space 
agency Roscosmos, told local 

Meteorite-hit Russia proposes 
common space defence system

In this frame grab made from a video done with a dashboard camera, 
on a highway from Kostanai, Kazakhstan, to Chelyabinsk region, 
Russia, provided by Nasha Gazeta newspaper on Friday a meteorite 
contrail is seen. 				                 --Photo AP 

media that strategic planetary 
defense should be a “priority” 
for Russia. He called for a 
special federal programme on 
neutralising space threats.

The damage caused by the 
meteorite strike in the Urals 
region is estimated to exceed 
1 billion rubles (about US$30 
million), Governor Mikhail 
Yurevich told reporters, adding 
the number may increase.

According to NASA data, 
the diameter of “space comer” 
was about 15 meters and it 
came across the atmosphere at 
a speed of 64,000 km per hour. 
The energy shockwave was 
equal to about 300 kilotons 
of TNT.

Last October, Russian 
rocket and space corporation 
Energia vowed to build a space 
rocket capable of destroying 
asteroids threatening the Earth.

The largest-ever meteorite 
impact with the Earth in written 

history occurred in 1908 in 
Russia’s Siberia over Tunguska 
River, when a forest area was 

flattened by a slightly smaller 
asteroid, which exploded about 
five miles above ground. 

WASHINGTON (Xinhua) -- 
The percentage of US adults 
who identify as lesbian, gay, 
bisexual or transgender (LGBT) 
is highest in the nation’s capital, 
according to a Gallup poll 
released.

Ten percent of Washington 
DC residents identif ied 
themselves as LGBT -- more 
than twice the national average 
of 3.5 percent -- in the survey 
conducted from June-December 
2012 that represents the “largest 
single study of the distribution of 
the LGBT population in the US 
on record.”

The results are based on 
responses to the question, 
“Do you, personally, identify 
as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or 
transgender?” included in 
206,186 Gallup Daily tracking 
interviews conducted between 
June 1 and Dec. 30, 2012.

Hawaii ranks the second 
highest at 5.1 percent, followed 
by Vermont and Oregon at 4.9 

GENEVA (Xinhua) -- Britain 
reported to the World Health 
Organis ation (WHO) on 
Saturday that a third member 
of one British family has been 
confirmed as novel coronavirus 
infection, said the WHO.

WHO said in a statement 
that the latest confirmed case 
didn’t have recent travel history 

percent, Maine at 4.8 percent 
and Rhode Island at 4.5 percent. 
North Dakota is the lowest at 
1.7 percent, with Montana, 
Tennessee and Mississippi 
coming in just above that 
state at 2.6 percent. Overall, 
the results from the analysis of 
LGBT identity by state may run 
counter to some stereotypes that 
portray the LGBT community as 
heavily grouped in certain areas, 
Gallup said.

Indeed, large metropolitan 
areas such as San Francisco and 
New York City are typically 
associated with having large 
LGBT populations and are home 
to thriving LGBT communities.

But in sharp contrast to those 
perceptions, the study tags New 
York State at No. 14, with a 
3.8-percent LGBT population, 
behind Arizona and Kentucky. 
California stands at No. 10 on 
the list, with a 4-percent rate of 
LGBT, behind Nevada at No. 9 
and South Dakota at No. 8. 

Percentage of US gays 
highest in Washington, DC

Third family member in Britain infected with new coronavirus
outside the country.

It  said this new case 
offered further indications of 
person-to-person transmission, 
however, “no sustained person-
to-person transmission has 
been identified.”

The case is recovering 
from mild respiratory illness 
and is currently well and the 

British Health Protection 
Agency (HPA) is following 
up on all close contacts who 
may have been exposed to 
the recently confirmed cases, 
WHO said.

Britain reported a confirmed 
case of the new coronavirus 
infection to WHO on Monday, 
who had recently travelled to 

the Middle East and Pakistan. 
Two  days  l a t e r,  h i s 

relative, who didn’t travel to 
other coutries recently, was 
confirmed for infection.

As of Saturday, WHO has 
been informed of a total of 
12 confirmed cases of human 
infection with NCoV, including 
five deaths. 
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Plan International is growing! We are looking for enthusiastic, 
dedicated Lao National development professionals interested in 
long term careers with a major international children’s NGO.

Plan, one of the world’s largest children’s INGOs, works with children and poor 
communities in 48 developing countries. In Laos, Plan works in 3 districts in Bokeo 
Province, in basic education, early childhood development, health and nutrition, 
water, sanitation and hygiene, and promotion of children’s rights. In 2013, Plan will 
expand to Oudomxay Province in 2 Districts: Hun and Pak Beng.

Plan has no religious or political aims or affiliations. Visit www.plan-international.org  
for more information.

Plan is an equal opportunity employer. We strongly encourage applications from 
women, members of ethnic groups and people with disabilities. Plan offers 
competitive salaries and long-term employment opportunities for all posts.

Community Development Facilitator (1 position) at Udomxay Province:
Duties and responsibilities:
•	 Conduct initial Introduction and Orientation in all new villages using drama and 

other appropriate medium to introduce Plan
•	 Train and support Interns and Volunteers in selection and enrolment of Sponsored 

Children 
•	 Support Interns and Volunteers in producing sponsorship communication items.
•	 Organize and/or support activities which increase understanding and commitment 

children and adults to the Rights of the Child.
•	 Support District Coordinators in selection and training of Village authority and 

Volunteers in all the villages
•	 Mentor, guide and teach Intern Community Development Workers
•	 Adopts appropriate tools and methodologies to facilitate ethnic children, families 

and communities

Requirements:
•	 Communications skills in presentation and demonstration
•	 Experiences in working with community 
•	 Demonstrated training skills or media tools and techniques to facilitate children, 

counterpart staff and communities
•	 Fluent written and spoken Lao (fluency in ethnic minority language(s) an additional 

advantage)
•	 Basic computer program (MS Word, Power Point and Excel)	

Physical Environment and Demands:
•	 Travel at least 75% of the time, including to villages/remote 

Provincial Sponsorship Coordinator (1 position) at Udomxay Province:
Duties and responsibilities
•	 Operate and manage data entry in Child Data
•	 Provide age analysis to District Sponsorship Communication Assistants every 

quarter for tracking and submission of the due cancellations;
•	 Prepare and submit Monthly and Quarterly Production Reports to Plan Laos 

Sponsorship Manager;
•	 Together with the team to conduct orientation on sponsorship to Plan staff and 

district government; 
•	 Involve in prepare work plan and budget plan for sponsorship operation in Province
•	 Provide sponsorship system training to sponsorship staff and district team leaders
•	 Gather data and draft Program Unit Green sheets and submit to Sponsorship 

Manager and  to determine cancellation of sponsor child;

Requirements:
•	 Fluency in oral and written English
•	 Computer proficiency is essential (MS Word, Power Point and Excel)	
•	 Organisational and Communications skills
•	 Interpersonal skill.  

Physical Environment and Demands:
At least 50% of the time, including to villages/remote areas in the province

FOR ALL PLAN POSITIONS:
•	 Strong commitment to the equal rights and participation of girls and women is 

essential
•	 Strong commitment to the Rights of the Child is essential
•	 Plan does not tolerate child abuse. All Plan staff are selected and employed 

in line with the conditions of Plan’s Child Protection Policy. These include 
appropriate reference and background checks. 

•	 Applications will not be acknowledged. Only short-listed candidates will be 
contacted. No correspondence or telephone calls will be entered into.

•	 Short listed candidates will be required to attend panel interviews and other 
selection procedures.

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS:  8 March 2013
TO APPLY FOR POSTS …. Send resume/CV, with cover letter and names and 
contact details of three referees including salary expectations for each position, 
to Plan International Laos, PO Box 6026, Vientiane, Lao PDR, or to  PlanLaos.
JobVacancies@plan-international.org, 
Please state in cover letter how you learned about the job – through emails, Vientiane 
Times, INGO Directory, Job to day website, or friends.

Plan International in Laos
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ປະກາດຫາຄນົຫາຍ 
ເປັນເວລາເກອືບ 2 ເດອືນແລວ້, ທາງຄອບຄວົຂອງພວກຂາ້ພະເຈົາ້
ຍງັບ່ໍໄດຮ້ບັຂາ່ວຄາວໃດໆຈາກລງຸ. ສະນ ັນ້, ຂໍວງິວອນມາຍງັບນັດາ
ທາ່ນ ຊວ່ຍພວກຂາ້ພະເຈົາ້ຕາມຫາ ລງຸ ສມົບດັ ສມົພອນ, ອາຍ ຸ
60 ປີ, ຜູກ້ໍ່ຕ ັງ້ ສນູອບົຮມົຮວ່ມພດັທະນາ  (ທ່ີມຊີື່ ຫຍໍວ້າ່ 
PADETC) ແລະອາດດີຜູອ້າໍນວຍການ ສນູອບົຮມົຮວ່ມພດັທະນາ, 
ຊຶ່ ງໄດຮ້ບັລາງວນັຣາມອນແມກັໄຊໄຊ ປະຈາໍປີ 2005 “ສາຂາຜູນ້າໍ
ຊຸມຊນົ ແລະການພດັທະນາແບບຍນືຍງົ”. ຕະຫຼອດໄລຍະ 30 ປີ, 
ລງຸ ສມົບດັ ສມົພອນ ໄດມ້ຜີນົງານດເີດ່ັນໃນການພດັທະນາ ແລະ 
ສາ້ງຄນຸປະໂຫຍດຢາ່ງຫຼວງຫຼາຍ ໃຫແ້ກສ່ງັຄມົເພ່ືອການພດັທະນາ
ແບບຍນືຍງົ.  
ລງຸ ສມົບດັ ສມົພອນ ໄດຫ້າຍຕວົໄປ ພອ້ມກບັ ລດົຈບີ ເລກ
ທະບຽນ ກກ 2624, ສຂີຽວເຂັມ້ ໃນວນັເສົາ ທີ 15 ທນັວາ 
2012, ເວລາປະມານ 18.00 ທ່ີບໍລິເວນເສັ້ນທາງຫຼກັ 3 ທາງໄປ
ທາ່ເດື່ອ. ຈນົເຖງິປດັຈບຸນັ ຄອບຄວົ ແລະອາໍນາດການປກົຄອງ ຍງັ
ບ່ໍໄດຮ້ບັຂາ່ວໃດໆເລີຍ. ຖາ້ທາ່ນຮູ,້ ພບົເຫັນ ຫືຼ ມຂີໍມ້ນູໃດໆກຽ່ວ
ກບັຜູກ້ຽ່ວ ຂໍຄວາມກະລນຸາຕດິຕ່ໍເຖງິພວກຂາ້ ພະເຈົາ້ດວ້ຍ  
ໂທຣ: 020 2241 9900, 020 2302 2091,  
020 5566 8074. 

Mr. Sombath SOMPHONE, 60 years old, has been missing for more than two month. He is the founder and 

former director of the Participatory Development Training Centre (PADETC) and received the Ramon 
Magsaysay Award for Community Leadership, one of Asia’s top civil honors, in 2005. On 15 December 2012 Mr 

Sombath SOMPHONE disappeared in his dark green Jeep (license number ກກ 2624). He was last seen on 

Thadeua road at km3 (in front of the Lao-German Technical School) at 18:00. Currently his family and the 
authorities do not have any more leads or sources of information about his whereabouts. If you know or hear any 
information about him, please contact one of the numbers below: 020 2241 9900, 020 2302 2091,020 5566 8074.  
Your assistance is greatly appreciated.
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The Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines invites applicants for the 
following positions:

	 1)	 Research Assistant/Translator/Interpreter

 male or female
 college graduate 
 must have a good command of spoken and written English
 able to undertake research and analysis of political and  
     economic developments
 referral letter from previous employer

All interested applicants may submit their Curriculum Vitae with a photograph 
at the Philippine Embassy, Ban Sapanthong-kang, Sissatanak District, 
Vientiane Capital from 8:a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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Carey L. Biron, IPS 

WASHINGTON -- For the first 
time, a US government auditor 
has added climate change to 
a list of issues that pose the 
greatest financial risk to the 
government and country. It is 
also warning that Washington 
is markedly unprepared to deal 
with the scope of the problem.

The admonitions, coming 
amidst a newly strengthened 
public discussion here on 
climate change, could offer 
an opportunity for some 
conservative lawmakers to re-
engage with what has been one 
of the most fractious political 
issues of recent years.

“ ( T ) h e  i m p a c t s  a n d 
costliness of weather disasters 
will increase in significance 
as what are considered ‘rare’ 
events become more common 
and intense due to climate 
change,” a new report by the 
Government Accountability 
Office (GAO) warns. “However, 
the federal government is not 
well positioned to address this 
fiscal exposure.”

According to the GAO, the 
federal government’s primary 
financial watchdog, its “high 
risk” list currently includes 
30 issues, covering concerns 
of efficiency, effectiveness 
or fraud, with a particular 
focus on defence and health 
systems. However, this year’s 
inclusion of the financial risk 
to the government posed by the 
effects of climate change has the 
possibility to outweigh much of 
the rest of the list combined.

Climate change added to US government “high risk” list

Agriculture Under Secretary for Farm and Foreign Agriculture Service Michael Scuse (left) speaks to 
farmers about the drought conditions being felt across the country. 

--Credit: USDA photo by Jacob Maxwell. 

“This is of great significance, 
and follows trends already 
taking place in the private sector 
and local government,” Keith 
Gaby, communications director 
for climate change with the 
Environmental Defense Fund 
(EDF), an advocacy group, told 
IPS. “As usual, this issue has 
bubbled up from the local level, 
and now the federal government 
has put its imprimatur on it.”

In  pa r t ,  t he  f ede ra l 
government’s financial exposure 
is so great because Washington 
directly oversees such a massive 
swath of land – some 650 
million acres, nearly 30 percent 

of the entire country. That’s a 
huge amount of infrastructure 
– including that meant to 
safeguard human communities 
– that could be endangered by 
unforeseen or dramatic changes 
to weather systems.

In addition, the government 
operates two huge insurance 
schemes  tha t  cou ld  be 
particularly stretched, covering 
flood damage and crops. The 
GAO warns that these remain 
based on decades-old conditions 
and approaches.

The issue that will most 
readily catch the eye of legislators 
is how the government’s aid 

responsibilities following major 
disasters have been increasingly 
called upon in recent years. This 
is a particular concern given that 
the federal government’s annual 
budgets do not include specific 
allocations for such aid.

The GAO reports that 
disaster declarations have 
steadily increased to a record 
98 in 2011, compared with 
65 in 2004, requiring a total 
80 billion dollars during that 
period. Further, this figure 
was nearly equalled by the 
single request, late last year, for 
more than 60 billion dollars in 
response to Superstorm Sandy, 

the hurricane that ravaged much 
of the country’s northeast.

That storm, coupled with a 
severe drought last summer and 
strong mention of climate issues 
in recent weeks by President 
Barack Obama, has led to a 
sudden strengthening of the 
public discussion here.

“Climate is clearly back 
on the political agenda in 
major way,” Jamie Henn, 
communications director 
for 350.org, an environment 
advocacy group organising 
a major Washington rally on 
Sunday, told IPS.

“This report strongly 
underlines key points that we’ve 
been making about the risks of 
climate change and the country’s 
continued reliance on fossil 
fuels. The White House has 
made it clear it doesn’t yet have 
a full agenda, so it’s still open for 
input – and that’s what we’ll be 
providing on Sunday.”

Non-partisan issue
While Washington has 

engaged in nascent adaptation 
activities regarding the effects 
of climate change, the GAO 
auditors warn these efforts 
remain merely “ad hoc”. That 
is almost surely a result of the 
politicisation of climate change 
here, which has led to almost 
complete legislative paralysis 
on the issue.

In this case, the GAO refuses 
to weigh in on the politics – 
or human causes – of global 
warming.

Yet it is clear that the 
auditors feel that “adaptation” 
requirements should include 

policy actions for cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
other causes of global warming. 
For instance, they prominently 
reference findings by two other 
US government offices that 
“the nation’s vulnerability 
can be reduced by limiting 
the magnitude of climate 
change through actions to limit 
greenhouse gas emissions.”

The decision to focus on 
the effects – and economics 
– rather than the causes of 
climate change could now 
offer ideological cover for 
some conservatives to engage 
constructively on the climate 
discussion.

“This clearly opens up 
the conversation between 
people who are worried about 
expenditures and future deficits 
and those working directly 
on climate change, as well as 
those focused on energy issues 
and local politicians across the 
country,” EDF’s Gaby says.

“Particularly due to the 
money spent on Sandy, the 
deficit hawks are waking up and 
saying we have to deal with this. 
They’re not changing their base 
position on climate change, but 
they are engaging with the issue 
in a way that could bring the 
conversation forward.”

This approach has already 
reaped some political rewards. 
Appearing at the new report’s 
launch on Thursday, the 
Republican head of the House 
of Representatives’ primary 
investigative committee offered 
strong report for the GAO 
findings.



Vientiane Times 1919Monday February 18, 2013    Opinion

Mario Osava, IPS

RIO DE JANEIRO -- Following 
a promising start, Brazil’s dream 
of positioning ethanol in the 
global market on an equal 
standing with petroleum-based 
fuels is hindered by new and old 
challenges.

Brazil’s goal of expanding 
ethanol sales across the world 
will only be attained when there 
are “more countries in a position 
to buy and supply,” noted 
Eduardo Leão de Sousa, director 
of the Brazilian Sugarcane 
Industry Union (UNICA), an 
organisation that represents the 
country’s top sugar and ethanol 
producers.

Brazil and the United 
States produce close to 85 
percent of the world’s ethanol, 
according to information 
from the International Energy 
Agency. Since it is produced 
almost exclusively for domestic 
consumption, international sales 
are still marginal.

De Sousa told IPS that 
the critical level of demand 
necessary to stimulate ethanol 
production is not something 
that emerges spontaneously 
and must be driven by public 
policies, such as regulations 
that require a certain volume 
of renewable fuel to be blended 
into petroleum-based transport 
fuels.

Growing demand is led by 
the United States, spurred by 
the Renewable Fuel Standard 
(RFS) programme that set 
increasing annual quotas for 
ethanol production through 
2022, and the European Union 
(EU), which aims to bring the 
percentage of renewable fuels 

Brazilian ethanol in the slow lane to global market

in transport vehicle engines up 
to 10 percent by 2020.

The RFS programme, 
created under the Energy Policy 
Act of 2005 and further expanded 
in 2007, with the aim of cutting 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
reducing US dependence on 
foreign oil, established a limit 
of 56.78 billion litres for annual 
consumption of conventional 
ethanol fuels, which are those 
produced from food crops such 
as corn.

As US consumption is 
nearing that limit, the bulk of 
the increase towards the 2022 
target of 132.5 billion will 

have to come from cellulosic 
ethanol – a biofuel from wood, 
grasses or the inedible parts of 
plants, which is new and still 
too costly to produce- and from 
“advanced” biofuels.

“Advanced” or “second 
generation” biofuels are those 
produced by sustainable 
feedstock, which are defined 
by availability of the feedstock, 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emission 
levels and biodiversity and land 
use impact.

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s 
Environmental Protection 
Agency designated sugarcane 
ethanol as an advanced biofuel 

because i t  lowers GHG 
emissions by more than 50 
percent as compared to gasoline, 
taking into account the full 
lifecycle of production and 
consumption, including the use 
of land to grow the crop.

This development will boost 
demand for ethanol produced 
by Brazil and other sugarcane 
growing countries, bringing it up 
to 15.14 million litres by 2022.

As for the EU, based on a 
directive to promote the use of 
energy from renewable sources 
(Directive 2009/28/EC) that 
requires that 10 percent of the 
energy used in transport be 
sourced from renewable fuels 
by 2020, ethanol consumption 
for that year is projected at 15 
to 16 billion litres, half of which 
could be supplied from outside 
the bloc, according to de Sousa.

EU and  US impor t s 
combined, then, will equal 
Brazil’s current domestic 
market, developed over the 

course of almost four decades, 
de Sousa estimated.

But that demand is not a sure 
thing. The EU’s executive body, 
the European Commission, is 
considering revising its transport 
fuel target to impose a limit on 
crop-based biofuels in an effort 
to prevent negative impacts on 
food supply, while in the United 
States the powerful oil and corn 
lobbies are pressuring against 
the RFS, the UNICA director 
said.

Out to conquer emerging 
markets

Another huge potential 
market is China, but only 
if it adopts an ambitious 
programme once “a supply of 
diverse and permanent sources 
is guaranteed,” de Sousa 
forecasted.

Many countries introduced 
the use of ethanol as a fuel 
additive in the 1990s. But there 
are numerous cases in which 
national programmes for the 
adoption of this biofuel were 
postponed or implemented on 
a trial basis. For example, after 
establishing a voluntary three 
percent biofuel blend in 2003, 
Japan is still reluctant to make 
it mandatory.

On the supply side, efforts are 
also “timid,” although sugarcane 
ethanol is being produced in 
other South American countries 
and in Central America and 
Africa, as well as in Southeast 
Asia, where UNICA sees “great 
potential.”

Mexico has extensive 
agricultural land but fragmented 
into tiny private plots that 
hinder large-scale production. 
Something similar occurs in 
India, which already has a large 
cane production to supply sugar 
for its 1.2 billion people, de 
Sousa said. In Africa, the lack 
of infrastructure and labour 
trained for ethanol production 
are an obstacle to this activity. 
In Angola and Mozambique, 
where Brazilian companies are 
implementing sugar projects, 
landholding is also an issue, but 

for a different reason. As all land 
is state-owned, producers cannot 
purchase land and must depend 
on government concessions.

This  e l iminates  land 
purchase costs but drives away 
investors who see property as a 
guarantee.

“The  key  i s  hav ing 
clear rules and streamlining 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n , ”  s a i d 
Felipe Cruz, investment 
d i r e c t o r  a t  A n g o l a ’ s 
CapandaAgroindustrial Pole, 
an initiative of the Brazilian 
company Odebrecht, which is 
building the Angolan Bioenergy 
Company (Biocom) set to begin 
production this year.

“The focus is on sugar,” 
António Carlos de Carvalho, 
Biocom manager and financial 
director, said. Angola, which 
was self-sufficient in that food 
crop prior to independence in 
1975, lost its entire sugarcane 
industry during its 27-year-long 
civil war. Now it is trying to 
rebuild it with projects across 
the country.

In addition to 260,000 tons of 
sugar, Biocom plans to produce 
30 million litres of ethanol, 
which will be used to replace 
petroleum-based additives.

Blazing a winding trail
As a pioneer in the use 

of ethanol fuel and a major 
sugarcane producer, Brazil 
has developed technology and 
companies in the field that have 
made it possible for the country 
to pursue ethanol projects in 
every continent.

This strategy was launched as 
a response to rising international 
oil prices in the mid 1970s, when 
Brazil imported 80 percent of the 
fuel it consumed. 

A decade later, almost all 
new vehicles manufactured in 
Brazil were running exclusively 
on ethanol, while the rest of 
the country’s vehicle fleet had 
switched to gasoline blended 
with an increasing percentage 
of biofuel. Today, vehicles run 
on a blend that ranges from 18 
to 25 percent.

Sugarcane harvesters have become a fixture in the Brazilian landscape.     --Credit: Mario Osava /IPS 
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Lukas Messmer

Most westerners shake their 
heads in disbelief: “Eating 
insects? How atrocious!” But 
insects have been eaten since the 
beginning of mankind and only 
with the evolution of the modern 
world have certain religions and 
cultures started to discourage 
eating them. If creepy crawlies 
find their way into one’s stomach 
in the west, it’s because they 
are used as a test of courage on 
reality-TV shows or amongst 
students daring each other for 
a bet.

Things are totally different 
in Laos. One of the best snacks 
you can find to accompany 
a few Beerlao are deep-fried 
crickets, surprisingly. They come 
in piles on your plate, infused 
with the flavour of deep-fried 
lemongrass leaves and some 
chillies sprinkled in between. 

Maybe it’s this discrepancy 
between the different roles of 
insects in Asian and Western 
society that is luring a number of 
European visitors here to cover 
this topic. Recently, there has 
been  huge interest from overseas 
about eating insects in Laos. 
Television teams from France, 
Germany and Denmark have 
visited the country and produced 
features on the subject. Students 
from European universities also 
come here to study how insects 
are farmed and consumed. It’s an 
unusual amount of attention for 
a small, little known landlocked 
country.

Michael  Wiedemann, 
environment editor for the 

The world is craving for crickets

public-service German television 
broadcaster ZDF, has just 
finished cutting a 30 minute 
documentary about this topic, in 
which Laos plays a crucial role. 
He visited insect farms, insect 
farmers and research facilities at 
the National University of Laos. 

“Laos has an old tradition 
of insect eating and is still 
fighting malnutrition, to which 
insect eating could be a possible 
solution,” he explains whilst 
outlining his fascination with 
the topic.

He thinks the depiction 
of insects as disgusting in 
major German TV shows like 
“Dschungelcamp”, where 
prominent actors have to eat 
insects as tests of courage, 
generates interest in edible 
insects among European TV 
viewers – but more as a freak 
show than as a daily food. But 

despite the western distaste, 80 
percent of the world’s population 
regularly snacks on over 1,000 
different species of insect. And 
not too long ago, the Germans 
ate insects themselves.

“Until the 19th century, 
people in Europe also ate 
insects. Recipes like “cockchafer 
soup” were widespread in 
contemporary cookbooks,” says 
Mr Wiedemann. He is convinced 
that eating insects is a question 
of cultural learning. “Insects as 
food play a crucial role in terms 
of food security in the future,” he 
says with conviction.

Scientists agree. The global 
population is growing and more 
arable land is needed on which 
to grow food. Due to climate 
change, it is also essential to 
retain forests. The production 
of biofuel and breeding of 
livestock devours huge areas 

Bremen Overseas Research 
and Development Association

BORDA Laos Project Office 
Saphangmor Village | Saysettha District

P.O. Box 2579  | Vientiane Capital   
030 2007754 | vientiane@borda-sea.org

www.borda-sea.org

Job Opening 
Finance & Administration Officer (Lao National)

The Bremen Overseas Research and Development Association (BORDA) opened a project 
office in Lao P.D.R. within its Basic Needs Service (BNS) Network, which reaches 14 coun-
tries in Africa, Asia and South-East Asia. The BORDA Laos Project Office is looking for a suit-
able candidate to fulfill the position of a “Finance & Administration Officer”.  Job starting 
date is 1st of April, 2013.

Key Responsibilities
Under supervision the Finance & Admin Officer will have the following responsibilities:

¬	 Responsible for Financial Management for Projects (consolidate fund request, docu-
mentation and reporting, …)

¬	 Responsible for project account (Bank reconciliation, cash management, payment, in-
ternal account system etc. )

¬	 Responsible for Human Resources Management (recruitment process and contract)
¬	 Responsible for Administrative Management (functioning office, purchase of office 

equipment, material, visa arrangements, traveling arrangement, filling system, logistic 
matter and etc.)

Key Qualifications
¬	 Degree qualification in Finance/Accounting, Business Administration, and/or English
¬	 Knowledge of financial systems & accounting practices
¬	 Relevant work experience, are welcome, but not required
¬	 Good communication skills in English and Lao, both spoken and written
¬	 Good organizational skills, ability to work both independently & as team member
¬	 Ability to use Microsoft Office and others basic soft ware

How to Apply
Interested applicants should send electronically their letter of motivation, CV, degree certif-
icate, and salary requirements until 8th of March 2012 to t.moeller@borda-sea.org under 
the reference “Finance/Admin BORDA Laos”. Only short listed candidates will be contacted 
within 5 days after the closing date.

BORDA is an equal opportunity employer. Women and ethnic minority candidates are thus 
strongly encouraged to apply.

of land. Eating insects could be 
a solution to all of it. Although 
some people may be surprised, 
insects are highly nutritious: 
100g of grasshopper contains 
61g of protein, while beef 
contains only 22g. Because they 
are cold-blooded, the farming 
of insects requires very little in 
terms of natural resources. And 
one cricket produces thousands 
of offspring – compare that to 
a cow, which has only one calf 
a year. 

As a recent paper from 
Pondicherry University in India 
puts it : “It would be irrational not 
to eat them. That western culture 
depicts eating insects as uncouth 
and unhealthy has more to do 
with ignorance and arrogance 
than culture and sophistication. It 
is not wise to ignore the potential 
of insects as human food any 
longer.”

Insects are also a valuable 
part of the Lao diet. Rice is 
eaten everywhere and is the 
staple food. But rice alone is 
not enough for good nutrition. 
Malnourishment in Laos is 
a huge problem, and people 
sometimes don’t have enough 
proteins or vitamins in their diet, 
and in this regard insects are a 
valuable supplement.

This is why the United 
Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) started a 
two-year project promoting 
edible insects in Laos in 2010, 
costing US$500,000, to train 
120 farmers in insect production. 
It’s still running and focuses on 
strengthening the existing role 
of insects as complementary 
food in the Lao diet and on 
insect farming. In April, the 
experiences and results will be 
published.

FAO Representative in Laos, 
Purushottam Mudbhary, also 
sees huge potential in edible 
insects. “In 2050 we are nine 
billion people. We need 70 
percent more production until 

then. Trees are being cut down. 
There are not many possibilities 
for expansion,” he says. While 
research on edible insects has 
expanded in other countries, it’s 
still new in Laos. “The market 
here is still untouched,” says Mr 
Mudbhary.

One part of the project 
is a research facility to study 
the farming of insects at the 
NUOL’s Faculty of Agriculture 
campus in Ban Nabong. On 
site, entomologist Soupaphone 
Rattanarasy explains the 
equipment and tools required. 
Crickets are chirping in the 
background. The species is 
called Acheta domesticus and 
it’s the only one that is farmed 
successfully around Vientiane. 

“Some farmers like to hear 
them sing songs,” says Mr 
Soupaphone and smiles. He 
seems a bit disillusioned. Only 
two people still work here. After 
a fulminant start, the project 
seems to have slowed down a 
bit of late. The students grow and 
sell farmed crickets and share 
the profits with the faculty. The 
farming of palm weevils and 
meal worms has nearly stopped 
completely. What sounds good 
in theory seems to be difficult to 
realise in the real world. The Lao 
government has decided to set its 
priorities somewhere else.

“Edible insects are not a 
priority for the Ministry of 
Health or for the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry. 
Keeping the knowledge and the 
tradition are important, but there 
are no plans for taking over the 
project,” the health ministry’s 
Department of Hygiene and 
Prevention Deputy Director 
General Somchit Akkhavon, 
who is also director of the edible 
insects project, told the IRIN 
news service last year.

But 40-year-old student 
Mr Khonesavanh from Luang 
Namtha province is still working 
with enthusiasm. He’s been 

studying here for three years and 
is finishing his final report about 
the different materials needed 
to farm crickets. “Crickets are 
easy to farm and don’t need 
much space; you can keep them 
under your house. They taste 
good,” he says. He wants to bring 
his knowledge back to Luang 
Namtha.

Farming crickets can also be 
lucrative. At the research facility, 
about 20 round concrete ponds 
are used to raise the crickets. 
One pond hatches more than 
one kilo of crickets every two 
months. They can be sold for 
about 50,000 kip. A farm this 
size turns over about 6 million 
kip worth of business annually.

So why is cricket farming 
not practised on a larger 
scale in Laos? “There is 
still a lack of information. It 
works economically. It works 
technically. But some people 
don’t know about it or they 
think it’s hard work,” says 
entomologist Mr Soupaphone. 
And Laos is still a limited market. 
Because they are cheaper in 
Thailand, exporting them is not 
profitable. 

However, Mr Soupaphone 
already has ideas for the future: 
“Maybe we can farm them 
organically in the future and 
export them in cans. We should 
also try to promote crickets 
through various activities, shows 
and festivals.”

Could the interest of western 
media in cricket farming in 
Laos convince insect-despising 
cultures to change their eating 
habits? The world would 
be thankful. It really seems 
irrational to not eat insects. You 
cannot produce the world’s 
protein requirements with cattle 
alone. It just won’t work. And to 
be honest: is a shrimp – which 
is one of the world’s most 
popular delicacies – really more 
unappetising than a grasshopper?

With this article, Swiss 
journalist Lukas Messmer is 
ending his three month internship 
at the Vientiane Times.

Entomologist Soupaphone Rattanarasy at the edible insects research 
facility at the Faculty of Agriculture of the National University of Laos.
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AvigailOlarte, Asia News 
Network 

French director brings 
a touch of slapstick 
to ‘Happiness Never 
Comes Alone’ 

If Woody Allen sees life 
divided into the horrible and the 
miserable, French director James 
Huth views it as hilarious and 
impossible. 

His latest film, Happiness 
Never Comes Alone (Un 
bonheurn’arrivejamaisseu), 
captures the hilarity of a girl-
meets-boy scenario but adds 
plenty of impossible twists and 
turns, not to mention stunts, 
along the way.

The movie, which is part 
of the Clap! French Film 
Festival and is scheduled for 
general release in April, is a 
funny and slapstick portrayal of 
love’s alchemy. It’s a feel-good 
movie with a heart-warming, 
Capraesque narrative set in Paris. 

When two people - who 
couldn’t be greater opposites 
- fall in love and get caught up 
in passionate sex, there’s bound 
to be trouble. And in the best 
tradition of romantic comedy, 
they survive it and fall captive 
to the inevitable course of amour, 
French style. 

The story revolves around 
Sacha (Gad Elmaleh), a free-
spirited jazz pianist who enjoys 
chasing young women and 
Charlotte (Sophie Marceau), a 
divorcee and mother of three. 
They meet on the street one rainy 

The alchemy of love 

French actors Gad Elmaleh (right) and Sophie Marceau (left) in the movie ‘Happiness Never Comes Alone’. 
--Photo provided to The Nation 

afternoon, and within minutes, 
make love. For Sacha, meeting 
the woman of his dreams, despite 
the differences, is “the eye-
opener of the century”. Trouble 
follows when he meets the kids 
and the uber rich and jealous ex-
husband. Just as things seem to 
be going downhill, Sacharealises 
he can’t survive, can’t make 
music without her -and her kids 
- and the lovers get back together. 

“It’s a very optimistic 
film about love,” says Huth, 
who has been through a very 
similar experience himself - he 
met his wife under the same 
circumstances. Sonja, who co-
wrote the film with Huth, had 
three kids when they met. The 
couple had two more after they 
got married. 

“If you had told me 15 
minutes before I met her that I 
would go for a woman with one 
child, I would have laughed for 
an hour and 15 minutes. It was 
just impossible. But the minute 
I met her it was evident that I 
was going to spend the rest of 
my life with this woman and the 
kids were a part of her,” he says. 

The young director says 
the idea for the script came up 
a while back and they worked 
on it together but he simply 
wasn’t prepared to direct kids 
- something he’s assiduously 
avoided in his previous five 
comedies. Even now, after the 
fact, he says it was the most 
challenging part and much more 
difficult than working with 
Elmaleh and Marceau.

In fact, the two actors had 
such natural chemistry on and off 
the screen that Huth didn’t have 
to adapt the script. “It was perfect 
casting,” he says of Elmaleh, one 
of the most popular stand-up 
comedians in France and of the 
multi-awarded Marceau. 

“Romantic comedies have 
something more than other 
films - they have grace, grace 
between the two characters. You 
remember these films because 
there is something between, say, 
Julia Roberts and Richard Gere 
(‘Pretty Woman’), or Spencer 
Tracy and Katherine Hepburn. 
There is an alchemy between 
them,” he says. “Not only does 
it have to happen between the 
actors, you have to capture it on 
screen. And I hope I succeeded 
in doing that.” 

It’s the element of surprise, 
of doing something magical yet 
funny, that is key to Huth’s work. 
Tender moments are suddenly 
interrupted with stunts, such as 
Charlotte almost breaking her 
neck when she falls down the 
stairs after their first lovemaking, 
or when she is clobbered by a 
faulty sink, throwing her on the 
floor with her skirt up to her 
waist. 

“Gad was so surprised at 
the first take that his reaction 
was to panic with the water 
and everything. That was the 
shot I kept. We did not expect 
Sophie’s panties to be shown 
quite like that,” Huth laughs. But 
it’s those sort of stunts that lend a 
burlesque charm to the scenes, all 

mixed in with homespun, ribald 
humour. 

The sink, which Sacha tries 
to fix throughout the movie, 
is symbolic of his dilemma, 
very much like in most French 
comedy films where things 
always seem to go wrong, again 
and again. 

“Comedy is a genre that 
sells anywhere. People need to 
laugh,” he says. “Comedy is not 
as respected as a kind of art film 
in France but it’s very difficult 
to do. Everyone is pushing me 
to stay in comedy.” 

When Huth started on his 
career path in the ‘80s, it was 
as an oral surgeon, not a film 
director. His first shot at changing 
his life came at the age of 25 
when he won a photography 
contest that earned him a trip 

to Thailand. One thing led to 
another, and he started to explore 
filmmaking. 

“I never once thought I could 
be a director because I didn’t 

have the confidence in myself to 
believe that one day I could direct 
a movie. But suddenly - and it’s 
an incredible feeling - I knew I 
was exactly where I should be.” 

After we receive your subscription, 
a username and password will 
be sent to you which will give 

unlimited access to the newspaper 
every day - including advertisements. 
You can also access back issues for 
up to seven days. Just log in and 
you’ll automatically be registered 

with www.vientianetimes.org.la.Contact Vientiane 
Times or send an email to: 

itvtimes@gmail.com 
Tel: (856-21) 216364 Fax: (856-21) 216365, 252631

Online subscription 



22 Vientiane Times

 
What’s On

Luang Prabang

Big Brother Mouse helps 
young people practise their 
English at free drop-in sessions, 
9-11am and 5-7pm, open every 
day. Just come to our office at 
9am or 5pm in Ban Vat Nong, 
around the corner from 3 
Nagas Hotel. 
www.bigbrothermouse.com. 
Traditional Arts and 
Ethnology Centre. Open 9am-
6pm, Tues-Sun. 
www.taeclaos.org
Ock Pop Tok 
Living Crafts Centre open daily 
for free guided tour. Natural 
dyes, weaving and batik 
drawing classes daily.  9am-
5pm. Free transfer from Ock 
Pop Tok shops in town to the 
weaving centre on the Mekong. 
Call 071 212597
Royal Palace National 
Museum. Open 8.30-11.30am 
and 1.30-4.30pm from 
Wednesday to Monday.
UXO Visitor Centre. Open 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-12 and 
2-5pm. Right turn just before 
President’s Monument on the 
Northern Rd.

Museums
Lao National Museum
on Samsenthai Road opposite 
National Culture Hall. Open 
Mon-Fri during office hours 
and on  weekends from 9am to 
4pm.
Horphakeo Museum  
on Setthathirat Road 
opposite Vat Sisaket. Open 
Mon-Sun during office hours. 

Sports  

Lao Elephants Australian 
Rules Football Club -Meet  
at 6.30 pm on Thursdays for 
training, please contact the 
LE President at president_
laoelephants@laopdr.com for 
details and other meeting areas.

Vientiane

- The Thai-Lao Classic Charity Concert will take place 
on March 2 at 7pm at the National Culture Hall in 
Vientiane.

-	 Elephant Festival will take place from Feb 17-19 in 
Xayaboury district, Xayaboury province.  

-	 Vat Phou Festival takes place in Champassak 
province on February 20-25, 2013.

-  	Action with Lao Children Library: Open Mon to Fri 
9am to 6pm and Sat 9am to 3pm. Come in and read and 
borrow Lao, Japanese, Thai and English books. Located 
in Ban Saphangmor, Xaysettha district.

-	 Permanent UXO exhibition and the provision of 
artificial limbs for victims. COPE Visitor Centre, 
Khouvieng Road, opposite Green Park Hotel. Every 
day: 9am-6pm. 

-  Drama Club at 7:30 pm every Friday includes role 
playing, miming, storytelling, improvisation and stage 
performances at the gymnasium of the French Hoffet 
School. Call Yves on 23273481.

- 	Chess Club meets at 1pm every Sunday at City Inn on 
Pangkham Road, Vientiane. 

	 Contact: Gabriel_smit@hotmail.com
- 	Women’s International Group. For activities and 

times email wiglaosmembership@gmail.com  
- 	Toastmasters Club meets every Sun. from 4-6pm at 

Khop Chai Deu restaurant (3F). Everyone is welcome.
- 	Meditation at Vat Sokpaluang every Saturday, 

4-5.30pm.
- 	English Language Church Service every Sunday 10 

am at the Language Centre on Lane 3- next to PV Oil 
(near the Mercure Hotel). 

	 Call (021) 261441, or visit http://www.the-chs.org for more 
details.  

Buffalos Rugby. Females of 
all ages welcome.  Free.  For 
either,  contact Steve (020 
5953 2304), Frazer (020 2209 
7323) and Gilles (020 5551 
8250) for more information.

Lions Women’s Rugby 
training: Vientiane Lions 
Women’s Rugby Club welcomes 
beginners and veterans to all 
trainings: 19:00 on Tuesdays, 
19:00 on Thursdays and 
15:00 on Saturdays.  Call 
Maggie (78110019) or Megan 
(77574272) for location details.
Wild Hogs Rugby training: 
20:30 on Tuesday and 20:30 on 
Thursday at Thatluang, 16:00 on 
Saturday and 16:00 on Sunday. 
Call Pisa (77424223) or Serk 
(29945970) for location details 
for Saturday and Sunday.

Lao Mahout Netball team 
trains every Tues. at 6pm at 
Vientiane International School. 
For more information contact 
Saeng on 020 77442689.

Body Language at Vientiane 
Accueil, Khouvieng Rd. 
Class includes stretching and 
respiratory exercises with 
an oriental touch. Tues. and 
Thurs. from 5.30-6.30pm. 
Contact 020 5612107.
Aerobics at Sokpalouang 
swimming pool, Sisattanak 
district. Open every day from 
6am-8pm.
Vientiane Hash House Harriers
Meet at Nam Phu Fountain 
every Saturday for travel to 
out-of-town runs. Mixed Hash, 
register at 3.45pm and depart 
4pm. Monday,VH3, family 
Hash. 3 runs - short, medium 
and long. Meet at 5pm at 
advertised venue. Phones: 
223867, 217493, 
mobile 020 5511293, 5514669. 
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Art & Entertainment   

Asia News Network, China 
Daily 

Grammy performers did not 
go home with just trophies last 
weekend. Winning bands like 
indie-pop trio fun. and British 
folk band Mumford & Sons 
saw sales of their singles and 
albums more than double after 
appearing on the music industry 
honors show.

Sales figures released on 
Friday by Nielsen showed a 
182 percent increase in sales of 
fun.’s hit single “We Are Young” 
following their Song of the Year 
and Best New Artist Grammy 
victories on Sunday. 

Album of the Year winner’s 
Mumford & Sons saw sales of 
its “I Will Wait” single shoot up 
116 percent, while Australian 
artist Gotye’s “Making Mirrors” 
album from 2011 increased 124 
percent from the week before the 
annual music telecast.

Rising R&B star Frank 
Ocean, who took home two 
Grammys, saw sales of his album 
“Channel Orange” climb 140 
percent.

Record sales double for 
Grammy performers

Members of the band Fun pose with their awards for Song of the Year 
“We Are Young” and Best New Artist, at the 55th annual Grammy 
Awards in Los Angeles, California on February 10. 	

--Photo Agencies

The numbers  mos t ly 
reflect a single night of sales 
increases from the prior week, 
predominantly digital downloads, 
immediately following the 
Grammy Awards show in Los 
Angeles on February 10.

Sales figures for the full 
week will be released as usual 
by Nielsen SoundScan on 
Wednesday and will include both 
digital and physical album sales.

Grammy winners were not 
the only ones to benefit from the 

annual music industry showcase.
Veteran rockers The Band 

saw its greatest hits package 
climb 203 percent after a multi-
artist tribute at the show to late 
drummer Levon Helm.

Sales of “Take Five,” the 
distinctive 1959 tune by jazz 
pianist Dave Brubeck who died 
in December, shot up 248 percent 
after a tribute by fellow jazz 
musicians Chick Corea, Stanley 
Clarke and Kenny Garrett, 
according to Nielsen.

The Grammys also proved 
a boost for the blossoming 
career of 26 year-old southern 
California artist Miguel. After 
performing his single “Adorn” 
on the show, sales rose 229 
percent compared with the week 
prior.

Mumford & Sons, Frank 
Ocean, Gotye and The Band 
record on labels owned by 
Universal Music Group; the 
music of Miguel and the late 
Dave Brubeck is released by 
units of Sony Music, and FUN. is 
signed to record label Fueled by 
Ramen, a unit of privately-held 
Warner Music.

Claire Lee, Asia News 
Network, Korea Herald

The Korea National Ballet is 
opening this year’s season with 
Sergei Prokofiev’s “Romeo 
and Juliet,” featuring its star 
principals Kim Ji-young, 
Lee Dong-hun, and Spain’s 
CompaniaNacional de Danza’s 
principal ballerina Kim Seh-yun 
in the lead.

The troupe is presenting 
a version created by French 
choreographer Jean-Christophe 
Maillot of Monte Carlo Ballet 
Theater. The local troupe first 
premiered Maillot’s “Romeo 
and Juliet” in 2000, and had two 
separate runs in 2002 and 2011, 
respectively. The troupe’s 2011 
run was specially accompanied 
by  Seou l  Ph i lha rmonic 
Orchestra, led by conductor 
Chung Myung-whun. 

The upcoming show is 
very much different from the 
Kenneth MacMillan version 
showcased by the Universal 
Ballet Company last year. 
Maillot’s “Romeo and Juliet” 
is noted for its contemporary 
choreography which deals with 
dualities of adolescence ― rather 

‘Romeo and Juliet’ opens season for Korea National Ballet

A scene from Korea National Ballet’s “Romeo and Juliet” (KNB). 

than the conflicts between the 
two feuding families. Its stage 
setting, created by French 
designer Ernest Pignon-Ernest, 
is also known for its black and 
white, minimal design.

This year, KNB’s principal 
Kim Ji-young is starring as 
Juliet, with Lee Dong-hun 
as Romeo. Korean ballerina 
Kim Seh-yun, who is currently 
working as the principal dancer 
at CompaniaNacional de Danza 
in Madrid, is playing Lady 
Capulet, Juliet’s mother. 

In Maillot’s version, Juliet’s 
father, Capulet, never appears 
in the show. Maillot’s Lady 
Capulet, on the other hand, is 
much stronger willed than the 
one in the original. She is also 
having a secret affair with Tybalt, 
her husband’s nephew, who later 
gets killed by his rival Romeo. 
Maillot also recreated Friar 
Laurence, who hopes to reconcile 
the two families through their 
children’s reunion in the original 
play. In Maillot’s version, he is 
portrayed as someone who is 
facing much confusion, anguish 
and doubt. 

Ballerina Kim Seh-yun, 
formerly the principal dancer 

of Korea’s Universal Ballet 
Company in the early 2000s, 
moved to Boston Ballet in the 
US in 2004. She also danced 
for Switzerland’s Ballet Zurich, 
and the Dutch National Ballet, 
before settling down in Madrid as 
one of the principals for Spain’s 
CompaniaNacional de Danza in 
September last year. She flew to 
Monaco from Spain to attend 
an audition for the role of Lady 
Capulet for the upcoming show. 
According to the Korea National 

Ballet, Maillot made his decision 
on the spot in Monaco, after 
watching her dance for about 30 
minutes.

This year, Korean Symphony 
Orchestra is playing Prokofiev’s 
classic score, led by Italian 
conductor Marzio Conti, along 
with the ballet.

“Romeo and Juliet” opens on 
Valentine’s Day and runs until 
Feb. 17 at Seoul Arts Center’s 
Opera Theater in Seocho-dong, 
southern Seoul. 

Asia News Network, China 
Daily 

DreamWorks Animation’s new 
3D adventure “The Croods” 
brings the prehistoric age to 
the 21st century in the form of 
a dysfunctional family of cave 
dwellers forced to flee the 
comforts of home and search 
out a new life in the unknown.

“Never not be afraid” and 
“Fear keeps us alive” are the 
mantras for Grug, the ape-
like father voiced by Nicolas 
Cage and whose first instinct 
is always to find a cave, block 

Cage channels caveman in ‘The Croods’
up the entrance and stay there 
as long as possible. 

But while he seeks to 
protect his brood from giant, 
hyena-like predators lurking 
in the shadows, his teenaged 
daughter Eep (Emma Stone) is 
desperate to spread her wings, 
and it is her curiosity that leads 
the Croods to the other main 
character Guy.

Guy introduces the Croods 
to fire and to a new way of 
thinking, and when the world 
literally falls apart around them 
they flee the collapsing deserts 
and canyons to find a lush, 

tropical world full of exotic yet 
dangerous creatures.

Flying pink piranha birds 
devour walking whales in 
seconds, while tiny monkeys 
with giant fists use Grug as a 
punch bag.

Much play is made of the first 
modern family coming up with 
the first pair of sunglasses (out of 
stone), the first pet, and the first 
photograph - made by smashing 
a flat rock against the Croods’ 
faces and leaving indentation 
marks.

For Cage, the appeal of “The 
Croods”, which hits theatres 

in March and has its premiere 
at the Berlin film festival on 
Friday, was that the themes were 
recognizable today.

“The first thing I thought 
was ‘Gee, I really hope I don’t 
look like that’,” he told reporters, 
referring to Grug’s less-than-
flattering features.

“But what I really like about 
the relationship that Emma and 
I have in the movie is that it’s 
a relationship that I think many 
families can relate to - the over-
protective father, the teenaged 
daughter who wants to have 
some adventure.” 
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LONDON (AP) -- Arsenal’s 
miserable season reached a new 
low on Saturday when the team 
was beaten 1-0 by second-tier 
Blackburn in the fifth round of the 
FA Cup, leaving manager Arsene 
Wenger facing an eighth straight 
season without silverware.

Humiliated by fourth-tier 
Bradford in the League Cup 
quarterfinals in December, 
Arsenal left to jeers from its own 
despairing supporters after Colin 
Kazim-Richards stabbed home a 
72nd-minute winner at Emirates 
Stadium to create the latest big 
surprise in the FA Cup.

Wenger had never previously 
lost to a lower-division team in 
the famous old competition in 
his 17 years at the London club.

“It’s painful and disappointing 
to lose a game like that,” said 
Wenger, whose gamble in resting 
many of his top players ahead of 
Tuesday’s Champions League 
last-16 first leg against Bayern 
Munich completely backfired. 
“It’s very difficult to accept.”

The Champions League is 
the only trophy Wenger’s men 
have left to play for — and 
they are big underdogs in that 
competition, too, especially after 
this lackluster display. The club’s 
last trophy was the FA Cup in 
2005.

Arsenal’s Theo Walcott (left) competes for the ball with Blackburn Rovers’ goalkeeper Jake Kean 
during their English FA Cup fifth round soccer match at the Emirates stadium in London on Saturday.  

--Photo AP

Arsenal beaten by Blackburn in FA Cup
The shocks didn’t end there, 

with third-tier Oldham grabbing 
an equalizer deep into stoppage 
time to draw 2-2 with Everton. 
That earned the team a lucrative 
replay at Goodison Park and 
continued an impressive run 
that has already seen it eliminate 
Liverpool.

Luton failed in its bid to 
become the first non-league team 
to reach the FA Cup quarterfinals 
in 99 years by losing 3-0 at home 
to Millwall, and Barnsley beat 
MK Dons 3-1 in another match 
between lower-league clubs.

After four of eight matches in 
the fifth round, there are still no 
topflight teams assured of a place 
in the quarterfinals.

Liverpool, Tottenham and 
Newcastle are among the Premier 
League teams to have been upset 
by lower-tier opponents this 
season, which is proving to be 
one for the underdogs with top 
teams seemingly focusing on 
the league and their European 
campaigns. Bradford plays 
Swansea in a surprise lineup for 
the League Cup final at Wembley 
Stadium next weekend.

Wenger cut a forlorn figure 
as he faced the press more than 
an hour after the final whistle, 
saying the Bayern match offered 
his team a chance at redemption.

“The season is not over,” 
Wenger said. “For you, (but) 
not me.”

Ironically, Kazim-Richards 
— a boyhood Arsenal fan and 
former youth-team player — 
stabbed home the scrappy 
winning goal off the post less 
than 60 seconds after Jack 
Wilshere, Santi Cazorla and 
Theo Walcott had been thrown 
on from the bench in a desperate 
attempt to avoid a replay.

Gervinho, playing for the first 
time since returning from African 
Nations Cup duty with the Ivory 
Coast, slipped a one-on-one 
chance wide in the first half and 
Tomas Rosicky smashed a fierce 
shot against the bar after the 
break in Arsenal’s best chances.

But the hosts were undone on 
a counterattack when Blackburn 
winger Martin Olsson brought a 
save out of goalkeeper Wojciech 
Szczesny, only for the ball to 
rebound out to Kazim-Richards, 
who prodded down and up into 
the corner.

A late flurry of attacks 
petered out lamely for Wenger’s 
side, which produced one of 
its weakest performances of a 
gloomy season in which the 
team lies fifth in the Premier 
League — 21 points off leader 
Manchester United.

SAO PAULO (AP) -- Rafael 
Nadal was pushed to beat 111th-
ranked Martin Alund 6-3, 6-7 
(2), 6-1 at the Brazil Open on 
Saturday to reach his second 
straight final after a long layoff 
to treat his left knee.

Nadal will play doubles 
partner David Nalbandian, the 
former world No. 3 who defeated 
Simone Bolelli of Italy 6-3, 7-5 
to make it to his first final since 
being disqualified for injuring 
a line judge at Queen’s Club 
last year.

Still looking to gain rhythm 
and not yet in his best shape, 
Nadal broke Alund’s service late 
in the first set but then struggled 
in the following tiebreaker, 
losing six straight points to go 
to a third set with the Argentine, 
who made it into the main draw 
as a lucky loser from qualifying 
after compatriot Leonardo Mayer 
withdrew injured.

Nadal was able to take 
control from the start of the third 
to close out the match in 1 hour, 
56 minutes.

Nadal will be trying to win 
his 51st singles title on Sunday, 
and first since winning the 
French Open for the seventh 
time last June.

The Spaniard said he 
struggled with his sore knee 
throughout Saturday’s match at 

Nadal reaches 2nd straight 
final since return

the indoor clay-court tournament.
“I didn’t feel well today, it 

was the worst day for my knee, 
and if the knee is not well it 
makes it very difficult to play,” 
Nadal said. “But I am happy 
with the result. After seven 
months without playing it’s 
good to reach the final again, 
even if I’m not at my best.”

Nadal is recovering from a 
torn and inflamed tendon in his 
left knee. He returned to action 
in Chile last week, losing the 
singles and doubles finals.

The Brazil Open champion 
in 2005, Nadal had already 
struggled in his quarterfinal on 
Friday, escaping with a three-set 
victory.

He dismisses being the 
favourite to win Sunday’s final.

“It will be very hard,” Nadal 
said. “I didn’t feel well today 
but I hope that I’ll be better 
tomorrow. I’m not the favourite 
but I’ll try my best. (Nalbandian) 
has been playing very well. Let’s 
see how it goes.”

In the first semifinal, 
Nalbandian broke Bolelli just 
two games into the match and 
easily took the first set, then 
rallied from 3-1 down in the 
second at the Ibirapuera arena.

The 93rd-ranked Argentine 
converted all of his five break 
points.

“I started playing well, very 
solid,” Nalbandian said. “I lost a 
bit of focus and it became another 
difficult match, but fortunately I 
was able to come through with 
the victory.”

Seeking his 12th career title 
and first since 2010, Nalbandian 
hadn’t made it to an ATP final 
since his disqualification for 
kicking an advertisement board 
and injuring a line judge during 
the grass-court tournament in 
London last June.

He vehemently complained 
of a call that went against 
him early in the second set 
on Saturday, gett ing the 
tournament official involved 
in the discussion before 
eventually settling down.

Nalbandian is making his 
season debut in singles at 
the Brazil Open. He was out 
of action for several months 
last season because of an 
abdominal injury and withdrew 
from the doubles in Brazil 
because Nadal, his partner, 
decided to rest his injured knee.

“I’m glad to be back 
playing at a top level again and 
it’s good to make it to another 
final,” Nalbandian said.

He eliminated two-time 
defending Brazil Open champion 
Nicolas Almagro of Spain in the 
quarterfinals.

Spain’s Rafael 
Nadal returns 
the ball to 
Argentina’s 
Martin Alund 
during a Brazil 
Open ATP 
tournament 
semifinal tennis 
match in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil on 
Saturday.   	
 --Photo AP

LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Bill 
Haas had another bogey-free 
round at Riviera while shooting 
a 7-under 64 — the best round 
of the day by three shots — on 
Saturday to take a three-stroke 
lead into the final day of the 
Northern Trust Open.

US Open champion Webb 
Simpson and former Masters 
champion Charl Schwartzel each 
had a 68 to be the nearest chasers, 
along with John Merrick, who 
bogeyed the last to finish with 
a 70.

The key for Haas was a 
seven-hole span in the middle 
of his round that he played in 
6-under par, including a chip-in 
for eagle on the par-4 10th. He 
was at 12-under 201 and will 
try to become the eighth back-
to-back winner in the 76-year 
history of this tournament.

“It’s very difficult in this 
game to just pull away from 
the rest of the field,” Haas said. 
“You’ve only seen a few guys 
ever really do that, and those are 
guys like Jack Nicklaus, Tiger 
Woods, Phil Mickelson. I’ve 

Haas shoots 64 to take 
lead at Riviera 

just got to stay in the moment, 
don’t let my emotions get the 
best of me.”

A year ago, Haas was two 
shots behind going into the final 
round and wound up winning 
in a playoff over Mickelson 
and Keegan Bradley. This time, 
he has a comfortable margin 
over US Open champion Webb 
Simpson and former Masters 
champion Charl Schwartzel, 
who each thought they did well 
for a 68.

Luke Donald overcame a 
sloppy start — three bogeys 
in a six-hole stretch — with 
four birdies on the back nine 
to salvage a 70 that put him 
four shots behind, along with 
second-round leader Fredrik 
Jacobson (72). Mickelson was 
hopeful of making a move and 
instead went the other direction. 
He missed three par putts of 
about 6 feet on the front nine and 
had a 72, putting him nine shots 
behind. Ernie Els, playing with 
Mickelson, also dropped shots 
early and dropped out of the hunt 
with a 73.
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Sangkhomsay 
Bubphanouvong

More than 100 Lao 
golfers and senior 
officials will have 
an opportunity to 

display their skills at the Lao 
Golf Challenge 2013 to be held 
at the Lao Country Club at km14 
in Vientiane on March 2.

The tournament is being 
organised by Target Magazine 
and the Lao Golf Federation 
and supported by Ford, Land 
Rover, Mercedes-Benz and other 
companies. 

Target and the golf federation 
held a press conference in 
Vientiane on Friday to announce 
the tournament.  The event 
was attended by the Deputy 
Managing Director of Lao 
Brewery Company and Lao 
Golf Federation President, Mr 
Sounthone Sirisack, Managing 
Director of Target, Mr Sayasone 
Panyathip, and senior officials 
from several companies.

Mr Sayasone said “We’re 
holding this event to develop the 
sport of golf in Laos.” 

Sponsors will provide prizes 

Lao golfers to test their 
skills at Golf Challenge 2013

in various categories of the 
tournament. These include a 
Land Rover Defender and a 
Ford Fiesta for scoring a hole in 
one on two of the par three holes 
and other prizes for the winners 
of the A, B and C groups and for 
senior officials. 

This is the first time Target 
and the golf federation have 
teamed up to hold a competition 
of this size in Laos and they hope 
to make it an annual event.

Mr Sayasone said “Many 
young people are interested in 
playing golf, which is on the 
rise in Laos. Challenge 2013 will 
help to improve the skills of Lao 
golfers and raise them to the level 
of international competition.”

“This year, we are holding 
the tournament in Vientiane and 
next year, hopefully, we will 
switch to Luang Prabang and 
then other provinces.”

Golf was included in the 
National Games in 2011 and 
also in the 25th SEA Games 
held in Vientiane in 2009. 

Through these and other 
golf tournaments the federation 
has been able to establish a 
ranking for Lao golfers at both 

Mr Sounthone Sirisack (centre) and Mr Sayasone Panyathip (third left) speak at the press conference 
in Vientiane.

national and Asean levels and 
Challenge 2013 will offer an 
opportunity for them to improve 
on it.

Currently, there are more 
than 2,000 Lao golfers at senior 
and junior levels and there are 
more and more opportunities for 
them to play due to the growing 
number of golf courses opening 
up in the country. Each golf 
club has a professional trainer 
who can give lessons to aspiring 
golfers.

The federation plans to hold 
training courses for golfers at 
many clubs in the future. 

Mr Sounthone said they 
supported the participation of 
younger golfers at the Challenge 
2013 and would select the best 
players to join the national team.

“The federation will prepare 
and support the Lao golf team to 
compete in the 27th SEA Games 
in Myanmar in December.”

T h e  f e d e r a t i o n  i s 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h 
international golfers and hopes 
that in the future they can hold a 
regional tournament and invite 
golfers from neighbouring 
countries to take part.

Sangkhomsay 
Bubphanouvong

The Japan Internat ional 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) is 
running the 2013 Lao Football 
Federation Grassroots Project 
with the aim of bolstering the 
skills of young footballers in 
Vientiane and the provinces. 

The project is initially 
taking place in Vientiane and 
the provinces of Luang Prabang, 
Khammuan, Savannakhet and 
Champassak, and marks the 
40th anniversary of Asean-Japan 
Friendship and Cooperation. The 
second phase of the project will 
involve Phongsaly, Oudomxay, 
Luang Namtha, Attapeu, 
Borikhamxay and Xayaboury 
provinces.

The project’s goal is “youth 
football development for 
everybody” and will penetrate 
11 provinces in the two phases 
of the scheme.

JICA and the Japanese 
government are providing 300 
million kip for the first phase of 
the project, which is taking place 
in football clubs in Vientiane and 
the four provinces. 

O n  S a t u r d a y ,  2 0 0 
schoolchildren aged 6-12 

JICA pitches in to develop junior football in Laos
gathered with 50 football trainers 
at a training session run by the 
federation teach youngsters the 
basics of football. The trainers 
were involved so they would 
learn how to coach the children.

On the same day the federation 
held a press conference at the 
National Stadium to highlight the 
planned development for junior 
level football so that children 
learn the sport at a young age.

Present  a t  the  event 
were Deputy Minister of 
Education and Sports Mr 
Boualane Siripanya, Japanese 
Ambassador to Laos Ms Junko 
Yokota, JICA Director Dr 
Masato Togawa, Lao Football 
Federation President Mr Viphet 
Sihachakr, and Board Member 
and Official Supporter of JICA 
Mr Tsuyoshi Kitazawa.

Dr Masato said “Next year, 
JICA will support and expand 
the project to many other 
provinces. It’s not an easy task 
if only JICA is supporting the 
development of football in Laos 
but there are many companies 
out there that can get involved 
in support for football at the 
grassroots level.”

JICA has already brought 
Japanese volunteers to help train 

volleyball players and track and 
field teams in Laos.

Japan also financed the Lao-
Japan Budo Centre in Vientiane 
which was built in 2009, and 
Laos included judo and karatedo 
events at the 25th SEA Games 
held in Vientiane in 2009.

Now, young players are 
training in judo, karatedo and 
aikido at the Budo Centre.    

After the press conference, 
Ambassador Yokota and JICA 
gave footballs, training manuals 
and equipment to the football 
federation. It is envisaged that the 
project will further develop the 
friendship and good cooperation 
between Laos and Japan.

In 2012 and 2013, Japanese 
volunteer Mr Kei Honma, a 
football coach, is working with 
the junior level Lao national 
team. This year, the training of 
juniors is starting in earnest and 
the federation hopes to work 
with FIFA, AFC and the AFF to 
develop football in Laos.

Football is extremely popular 
and can play an important role 
in encouraging good health 
and discipline among younger 
players, so they can build on 
their talent and potentially join 
the national team.

Mr Boualane 
Siripanya, Ms 
Junko Yokota, 
Dr Masato 
Togawa, 
Mr Viphet 
Sihachakr and 
children pose 
at the National 
Stadium after 
the presentation 
of footballs.
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Euro 50-500 10,528 10,580

Exchange rates as of February 15, 2013
Banque pour le Commerce Exterieur Lao 

  Foreign Currencies             Buying 	        Selling

US Dollar 50-100

Thai Baht

7,891

263.74

7,930

265.07

Advertorial Desk

An all new pick-up 
was unveiled to the 
motoring public last 
week, with the Isuzu 

Dmax set to make an impression 
amongst vehicle buyers in Laos, 
designed to blend workhorse 
performance with modern 
comfort and style. 

The Isuzu Dmax was 
engineered to address various 
shortcomings among existing 
pick-up models, including their 
rear instability when not carrying 
a load, as well as excessive 
road noise and somewhat basic 
interiors. 

With its superior features, 
the new model will include oil 
saving technology, good road 
holding characteristics, effective 
sound dampening and a modern 
interior design which has style 
and sophistication.

The ceremony to unveil 
the new Isuzu DMax pick-up 
took place at the showroom of 
Isuzu Lao Services Sole Co., 

New Isuzu DMax set to deliver 
in the pick-up market

Ltd, located at KM 8, Luang 
Prabang Road, Nalao village, 
Sikhottabong district, Vientiane.

The Company Director Mr 
Virasaykham Philaphandeth told 
Vientiane Times recently that he 
was confident that the new model 
will quickly gain popularity 
among Lao people and take a 
larger share of Lao market in the 

near future.
The company now has a 

5 percent share of the pick-up 
market in Laos. With the superior 
features of the new model, Mr 
Virasaykham believes that they 
will be able to boost their market 
share up to between 10 and 20 
percent.

“I estimate that about 10,000 

Potential purchasers admire the all new Isuzu DMax pick-up.

The new Isuzu DMax pick-up.

Mr Virasaykham Philaphandeth.

pick-up trucks will be sold in 
2013 and our vehicles should be 
able to secure a share between 10 
and 20 percent of this figure,” he 
said confidently.  

The most important thing 

is that customers don’t have to 
wait for months for their vehicles 
to arrive when buying Isuzu 
DMax pick-ups from the Isuzu 
Lao Services Sole Co., Ltd, Mr 
Virasaykham said.

Another important thing 
is that the company also has 
a focus on after-sales service, 
with qualified technicians who 
have undergone training from 
their parent company in Japan, 
he added.

The company has the 
capacity to deliver after-sales 
service to between 300 and 
400 vehicles per month, Mr 
Virasaykham revealed.    

Laos is a least developed 
country in Asia with an annual 
income per capita of US$1,355, 
but with consistent economic 
growth of eight percent, the 
country is developing rapidly 
and  many  more  people 
have disposable incomes 
commensurate with driving cars. 

More and more people 
are showing interest in luxury 
vehicles these days, and the all 
new Isuzu DMax pick-up trucks 
will be no exception, possessing 
both performance capability and 
the touch of luxury.

Previously Lao people 
looked upon cars and pick-ups 
as the playthings of people living 
luxury lives, but increasingly, 
they are becoming considered 
by a growing number of people 
as an everyday necessity.

 Perceptions have changed as 
more people turn to buying cars 
and pick-up trucks to transport 
them around during their daily 
lives. There is a strong and 
growing demand for vehicles in 
Laos, which are seen as symbols 
of status and considered safer 
and more comfortable than 
motorbikes.

In Thailand, many people 
prefer to own Isuzu DMax 
pick-up trucks due to their 
strength, reliability and good 
fuel economy, so if the trends are 
anything to go by, they should 
prove popular in Laos as well. 

Despite the fact his product 
will start with a small market 
share in Laos, Mr Virasaykham 
is confident that more Lao people 
will turn to the Isuzu DMax 
pick-up truck once they see more 
people driving them and the 
word about their performance 
spreads.

Mr Virasaykham plans to 
organise many activities in the 
future to advocate the product, 
advertising at vehicle shows 
and promotions as well as 
getting Isuzu DMax drivers to 
disseminate information about 
their performance and reliability.

Isuzu Lao Services Sole Co., 
Ltd. now has 15 branches, 10 of 
which are located in the capital 
Vientiane, and the company has 
pledged to deliver high quality 
services in accordance with the 
expectations of their customers.   
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Cho Ji-hyun, Asia News 
Network, The Korea Herald

LG also plans to ship its 55-
inch and 65-inch Ultra High 
Definition TVs in the third 
quarter with pricing around 
6 million won to 7 million 
won, according to Lee In-kyu, 
recently appointed head of TV 
business unit at LG.

“On top of the fact that 
LG is launching a 55-inch 
OLED and has released the 
84-inch UHD TVs for the first 
time in the world, Korea is 
rising as a test bed for next-
generation TVs,” said Kwon 
Hee-won, president of LG’s 
home entertainment business. 

“Strengthened by our 
p a r t n e r  L G  D i s p l a y ’s 
competitiveness, we will work 
to expand our industry-leading 

LG vows to top next-
generation TVs

Kwon Hee-won (fourth from right), president of the home entertainment business at LG Electronics, and 
other executives introduce the new 2013 TV lineup with members of Girls’ Generation at a ceremony 
in southern Seoul.

role.”
The new lineup of Cinema 

3-D Smart TVs, which were 
released here Thursday, will 
offer signature features like the 
redesigned Magic Remote with 
added functions such as voice 
recognition and Voice Mate, a 
voice-operated search feature.

Now On, an advanced 
service that recommends 
v i d e o - o n - d e m a n d  a n d 
broadcast programs, is also in 
place, on top of its narrower 
bezel design, according to its 
officials.

Kwon did not provide a 
rosy outlook for the 2013 
global TV market, but said 
the industry would be little 
impacted by volatile exchange 
rates.

“S ince  we  have  ou r 
production bases in many 

locations around the world, 
we are less impacted by 
the currency rate, but more 
influenced by how we localize 
the products,” he said. “We 
must be able to lead the market 
by knowing the needs of 
different customers and also 
come up with ways to embed 
the premium functions in the 
lineup of lower-cost TVs.”

Kwon also said that its 
Chinese rivals were more of 
a threat than Japanese TV 
makers because the China-
based firms had the technology 
to develop modules.

“They have caught up a 
great deal in user interface and 
design, but there’s a 3-4 year 
gap in terms of technology,” 
he said. “It’s a matter of how 
fast the Korean firms continue 
to advance.”

NEW YORK (AP) -- Airbus 
said on Thursday it is dropping 
lithium-ion batteries from its 
new A350 airplane because of 
uncertainty surrounding the 
technology that has led to the 
grounding of Boeing’s 787.

The European planemaker 
said it has decided to revert to 
conventional nickel-cadmium 
batteries for the A350. The plane 
is a wide-body long-range jet 
rival to the 787 and is expected 
to make its first flight around the 
middle of the year.

Airbus says it does not expect 
the battery switch to lead to a 

Airbus to drop lithium-ion batteries in A350
setback in the A350’s schedule.

“Airbus considers this to 
be the most appropriate way 
forward in the interest of 
programme execution and A350 
XWB reliability,” spokeswoman 
Mary Anne Greczyn said.

Federal officials grounded 
the 787 last month because of 
problems with its lithium-ion 
batteries that caused one fire and 
forced another plane to make an 
emergency landing.

Airbus noted the A350 uses 
batteries in a different setup than 
the 787, making it unlikely that 
it would face the same problems. 

Its A350 flight-test program 
would still go forward with 
lithium-ion batteries.

But because the causes 
of the problems with the 787 
batteries remain unclear, Airbus 
decided to make the switch “to 
optimise programme certainty,” 
Greczyn said. Airbus is a unit of 
Netherlands-based EADS NV.

The Wall Street Journal first 
reported on Airbus’ decision to 
drop the lithium-ion batteries, 
noting the incidents with the 787 
have led to industry uncertainty 
about future safety standards for 
the technology.

Li Jiabao, Asia News 
Network, China Daily  

China’s retail sales surged to 
record highs over the week-
long Spring Festival, as tourist 
attractions also reported strong 
visitor numbers.

According to the latest data 
from the Ministry of Commerce, 
total retail sales were 14.7 percent 
ahead of last year, hitting 539 
billion yuan (US$86 billion) 
from last Saturday to Friday.

On Monday alone, duty-free 
purchases in Sanya, the popular 
tourist destination in the southern 
province of Hainan, were worth 
20.73 million yuan, the figures 
showed.

Sellers on the island extended 
opening hours and expanded 
store sizes, reporting that sales 
of cosmetics and watches priced 
between 5,000 yuan and 8,000 
yuan were especially brisk.

“Spending during the break 
remained robust this year, despite 
the government’s recent edict 
curbing bureaucratic spending 
on luxury,” said Ding Ningning, 
a researcher at the State Council’s 
Development Research Centre.

“Other government moves, 
including an emphasis on higher 
incomes, greater social security 
payments and efforts aimed 

Chinese retailers ring up record US$86b
at bringing migrant workers’ 
salaries level with others, have 
added to consumer confidence.”

Data released on Friday by 
the commerce department in 
the central province of Henan 
showed that retail sales there rose 
17.9 percent year-on-year to 29.7 
billion yuan.

Jewelry sales rose 31.9 
percent, boosted by Valentine’s 
Day promotions, but catering 
businesses reported only a 
5.3 percent rise in business, 
a reflection of more frugal 
spending on dining.

Bloomberg said in a poll of 
nine economists that China’s 
retail sales were likely to grow 
15.4 percent during January and 
February, the fastest pace in 13 
months, boosted by promotional 
events and the improving 
economic outlook.

Meanwhile, some other 
robust numbers also suggested 
growing consumer confidence 
since the start of 2013.

Data from the China National 
Tourism Administration released 
on Friday show that 76 million 
tourists visited 39 key tourism 
cities during the Spring Festival 
holiday, up 15 percent from a 
year earlier.

Beijing alone pocketed 3.88 
billion yuan in tourism revenue, 

up 15 percent year-on-year, local 
officials said, as 8.68 million 
tourists visited the capital, an 
increase of 7.5 percent year-
on-year. Toll-free expressways 
during the holiday also boosted 
numbers from other cities by 
18.3 percent against last year.

The nat ional  tourism 
administration said 4 million 
Chinese travelled overseas on 
holiday during the break, 90 
percent of them headed to Asian 
destinations, the most popular 
being Thailand, South Korea and 
Hong Kong.

According to local travel 
agents, their international 
counterparts have been making 
huge efforts this year to attract 
more high-spending Chinese 
tourists, hiring interpreters, for 
instance, and printing bilingual 
brochures.

South Korea had expected 
630,000 Chinese tourists during 
the holiday, while United States 
officials had said that Chinese 
tourists now represented the 
fastest-growing group with 
numbers expected to double in 
the next three years.

“The robust  overseas 
shopping, mostly seen among the 
middle class, reflects China’s fast 
economic growth and opening up 
in the past decades,” Ding added. 

February: Best month ever for Lao LSX stock market
Vientiane: The Lao LSX stock exchange is in excellent shape and currently remains one of 
Asia’s top regional performing indexes. 

Indicators both Technical and Fundamental as well as brokers reports are very bullish for 
the longer term, despite the stock prices and the index remaining in a very tight trading band 
just on year to date highs. 

Last week’s close was positively on the back of huge EDL-Gen weekly volumes.

Key Indicators for LSX: 2011 was undoubtedly regarded by many observers as “the best 
year” since the exchange opened as the world’s newest and smallest stock exchange at 1,000 
points on 11-Jan 2011. 

Turnover in that year topped 40 million shares for US$37 ½ million.
However closer analysis offers some surprises. This year’s 2013 performance sees 2013 

daily volumes at 123,652 or up 15.36pct compared to 2011 and up 102.85pct when compared 
to 2012. 

February versus January daily volumes are already up 92,512 stocks per day or an impressive 
210.27pct. 

Daily turnover for February is up US$11,438 compared to 2011.
This year to last year sees a growth rate of US$98,888 compared to 2012.
2013 alone sees monthly gains of US$109,150 or +215.88pct when comparing Feb-2013 

to Jan-2013. 

This week’s VTtimes outlook: 
EDL-Gen continues to outperform in volumes but has to break through the stubborn 6,950 

kip barrier.
It’s only a matter of time before the stock reaches the next level and heads towards 8,000 kip.
However past growth performance indicators say this will most likely be in gradual 50 

kip increments.
BCEL volumes suggest the stock is also ready to rise but resistance remains at 8,000 kip.
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French group PPR 
2012 sales rise 20.8 
percent 
PARIS (AP) -- Strong 
luxury sales outside Europe 
raised French retail and 
luxury group PPR’s 2012 
revenue and profits, after 
the company behind Gucci 
and Yves Saint Laurent 
jettisoned two of its weaker 
brands and pressed hard into 
emerging markets.
PPR reported that net 
income rose 6.3 percent to 
1.4 billion euros as sales 
rose 20 percent to 9.7 
billion euros. Sales in Asia, 
excluding Japan, accounted 
for a quarter of PPR’s total 
— a slight increase over 
2011.

Commerzbank loses 
€716 million in Q4 
FRANKFURT, Germany 
(AP) – Germany’s 
Commerzbank says 
it’s making progress in 
reshaping its business but 
still has a long way to go 
as higher shipping loan 
losses and low interest rates 
continue to squeeze profits.
The bank provided detail 
on Friday on its fourth-
quarter earnings announced 
February 4. It lost €716 
million largely due to one-
time losses of €185 million 
on its sale of Bank Forum in 
Ukraine and €560 million in 
tax accounting charges.
The bank says it made 
progress in winding down 
businesses that it’s getting 
rid of, in commercial real 
estate and shipping finance. 
Its non-core assets division 
shrank by €9 billion to €151 
billion during the quarter.

Oil nearly 
unchanged as 
Europe economy 
slumps 
BANGKOK (AP) -- Oil 
prices were little changed 
on Friday, a day after data 
from Europe showed both 
big and small economies 
in the region mired in an 
economic slowdown.
Benchmark oil for March 
delivery was up 3 cents 
to US$97.34 per barrel 
at midday Bangkok time 
in electronic trading on 
the New York Mercantile 
Exchange. The contract 
rose 30 cents to finish at 
US$97.31 per barrel on the 
Nymex on Thursday.

Asia stocks fall on 
slumping German 
economy 
BANGKOK (AP) -- 
Disappointing news about 
Germany’s economy sent 
Asian stock markets down 
on Friday. Europe’s biggest 
economy contracted a 
worse-than-expected 0.6 
percent in the last quarter of 
2012 as recession deepened 
across the 17 European 
Union countries that use 
the euro. It was Germany’s 
worst performance since 
early 2009, amid a global 
recession.

Asia News Network, HANOI, 
VNS

Official statistics from Vietnam 
Trade Office in Malaysia show 
that two-way trade turnover 
reached more than US$7.9 
billion in 2012, up 17 percent 
from the previous year. 

E n c o u r a g i n g l y,  t h e 
nation’s exports to Malaysia 
s tood  a t  near ly  US$4.5 
billion while US$3.4 billion 
w a s  s p e n t  o n  i m p o r t s , 
representing a trade surplus 
of more than US$1 billion.

This  is  the f i rs t  t ime 
Vietnam achieved a trade 

Vietnam’s trade surplus with 
Malaysia reaches over US$1 billion

surplus  with  i ts  brother 
country in Southeast Asia 
since 1992. 

Among the key export 
items, crude oil topped export 
revenues with more than 
US$1 billion, followed by 
computers and components 
(US$855 million), rubber 
(US$564  mi l l i on ) ,  r i c e 
(US$403 million) and mobile 
handsets (US$384 million).

Meanwhile ,  the  main 
imports included electronics 
and appliances (US$662 
million), oils and fats (US$508 
million), unprocessed plastics 
(US$276 million), as well as 

machinery and equipment 
(US$228 million).

According to Vietnamese 
trade counselor Vu Van Canh, the 
momentum is likely to continue 
with bilateral trade turnover 
expected to hit US$8 billion 
this year.

Meanwhile, Vietnam’s 
exports to Malaysia are forecast 
to climb to nearly US$5 billion, 
a year-on-year rise of 11 percent.

Vietnam is currently both 
the fourth biggest importer 
and exporter with Malaysia 
among the ten ASEAN member 
countries, after Singapore, 
Thailand and Indonesia.

Workers fit a motor into a machine at the Southern Agricultural Machinery Co Ltd (Vikyno).

Le Rénovateur is a weekly magazine of general information written in French and discussing current events in Laos. 
Readers will find it different from other newspapers and can enjoy news about culture, consult their horoscope and 

find out about radio and TV programmes, as well as check on current movies at the French Language Centre. 
There are also cookery items as well as personal profiles. The magazine costs only 10,000 kip per issue, and is 

published every Monday. You can buy it at kiosks or directly from our office on Namphu Square at the Lao Press in 
Foreign Languages on Pangkham Street in Vientiane. You can also read it on our website: Lerenovateur.org.la

A unique French language magazine

Asia News Network, The 
Daily Yomiuri Online

The Yomiuri Shimbun -- The 
nation’s real gross domestic 
product in the period from 
October to December shrank 0.4 
percent on an annualized basis 
from the previous quarter, the 
Cabinet Office said on Thursday.

The real GDP, which is 
the seasonally adjusted figure 
minus the effects of price 
fluctuations, dropped 0.1 percent 
on a quarterly basis compared 
to the July-September period, 
according to initial estimates 
issued by the office.

Exports dropped 3.7 percent 
due to the global economic 
slowdown, marking the second 
consecutive quarter of decline, 
which also affected GDP.

The nation’s economy shrank 
for three consecutive quarters for 
the first time since April-June 
2011, when GDP fell starting 
from the October-December 
period after the Great East Japan 
Earthquake on March 11, 2011.

The rate of decline, however, 
significantly weakened from 
the 1 percent, or annualized 
3.8 percent, seen in the July-
September period.

Consumer spending, which 
accounts for about 60 percent of 

Japan’s GDP falls annualised 0.4 
percent in October-December

GDP, rose 0.4 percent, the first 
increase in two quarters, due to 
recent low temperatures. Robust 
private consumption reduced the 
GDP’s negative rate of growth. 
In addition to good sales of 
winter clothing, seasonal items 
such as ingredients for nabe hot 
pot dishes and kerosene also 
were in high demand.

Thanks to recent low 
interest rates, private residential 
investment grew 3.5 percent, 
posting an increase for the 
third straight quarter. Public 
investment also rose 1.5 percent, 
partly owing to demand created 
by reconstruction projects from 
the March 2011 disaster, up for 
the fourth consecutive quarter.

Meanwhile, exports, which 
account for about 15 percent 
of GDP but have a significant 
impact on business activities, 
showed negative growth for the 
second straight quarter. Due to 
the decline in exports, corporate 
capital spending dropped 2.6 
percent, down for the fourth 
straight quarter.

Nominal GDP, a more 
accurate measure of household 
sentiment that includes changes 
in commodity prices, shrank 
0.4 percent, or an annualized 
1.8 percent, in the October-
December period.

Asia News Network, The 
Jakarta Post

The government says it has 
raised Rp 9.95 trillion (US$1.03 
billion) from a debt paper auction 
on Thursday, exceeding its initial 
target of Rp 7 trillion.

It was the largest offer to date 
this year.

Finance Ministry debt 
management chief Robert 
Pakpahan told The Jakarta 
Post that the government raised 
only Rp 9 trillion during a debt 
auction on Jan.16, while bids at 
Thursday’s auction reached Rp 
29.3 trillion.

Higher inflation expectations 
among bond investors increased 
the weighted average yields for 
long term debt paper.

According to the ministry, 
yields for 10-year and 15-
year debt papers surged by 
0.04 percent and 0.03 percent, 
respectively, higher than those 
sold at auction on January 29.

“Investors are seeking 

Indonesia raises Rp 9.95t from 
debt offering

higher yields, as they are afraid 
of inflationary pressures in 
upcoming months caused by 
possible increases in gas, and 
even subsidized fuel, prices,” 
BCA Sekuritas’s debt capital 
market s chief Herdi Ranu 
Wibowo said.

“There are also fears among 
investors that the recent trend of 
rupiah depreciation might cause 
‘import inflation’,” he added.

Government data shows 
that that yields declined by 0.91 
percent for three-month treasury 
bills (T-bills) and by 0.08 percent 
for the one-year T-bills, lower 
than those sold on January15.

“The buyers of the T-bills 
were mainly banks that usually 
have excessive liquidity in the 
beginning of the year. That’s 
why the government could sell 
the T-bills with lower yields,” 
Herdi said.

The government plans to 
raise Rp 180.4 trillion this year 
through securities to tackle the 
budget deficit.

Asia News Network, Press 
trust of India, The Statesman

KOLKATA--  Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOC) today said 
it will invest Rs 10,000-11,000 
crore during the 2013-14 fiscal. 

“We are expanding our 
network and we will spend 
around Rs 10,000-11,000 
crore,” IOC chairman RS 
Butola said. IOC would spend 
Rs 56,000 crore over the next 
five years on constant price 
basis in the 12th Plan period, 
he added. 

Mr Butola said additionally 
IOC would spend Rs 3,500-Rs 

IOC to invest Rs 11,000 crore in FY’14

4,000 crore a year on non-Plan 
areas such as changing pumps. 
Asked whether unrest in the Arab 
region was hurting production, 
he said IOC has some blocks 
in Libya but these are small 
and there is no production, only 
exploration. 

“So, production has not been 
affected. Exploration activity is 
also at a very preliminary level,” 
Mr Butola said. 

The company also indicated 
that it would wait till a clear 
picture emerged on Haldia 
Petrochemicals matter before it 
decides on its further interest in 
the joint venture company.
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Lao land company is one of the leading real 
estate service agency based in Vientiane.
We are specialized in property service 
sector, and proud to say your needs is our 
answer. 
For further inquiry, please feel free to 
contact us at 020 5551 0155, 23666333, or 
021 453 919.
030 981 9052, 020 23220022
English*French*Japanese * Chinese
Email:oad.laoland@gmail.com
www.laoland.com

Monday February 18, 2013Vientiane Times Classified

Oudalee finds a suitable house for you to 
live in Vientiane.
Traditional Lao house, house with swimming 
pool, house on the river.
House with swimming pool available now.
Price range from Kip 3 000 000 and up.
Call Oudalee for free advice and pick up at 
your convenient.
10 years experience guarantee.

Tel: 020 55 51 25 02 and 020 55 65 91 46
Email: oudalee@oudaleehomes.com
www.oudaleehomes.com

1,700,000 kip to 42,500,000 kip/month

•	 We have many types of cars for rent new 
model and old, sedan & 4 wheel such as: 
MG.TOYOTA. NISSAN. KIA. HYUNDAI, 
SMALL AND MIDDLE SEDAN FOR CITY 

•	 AGL assurances Allianz Group
•	 Short term 1-7days & long 1-12 months
•	 Self drive or with driver
•	 Provide vehicle for Project & Private 
•	 Affordable price and best service
•	 Office B. Thonkang, R. sokpalaung 15/279
•	 For English call Mr. Chanh anytime
•	 Tel: 020 55599900. 55593013, 
	 office: 030 9800630
•	 Email: vpscarrental@yahoo.com
•	 www.vpscarrental.com

V P S 
Car rental service 

introduction - housing - insurance 
one-stop service

020 77 100 200
www.jclao.com

EXPAT SERVICES

Bouakham 
HOUSE RENTAL

We can show you Land, Houses or Apartments in any 
location. Call us!

P.O. Box 1940, Vientiane, Lao PDR
Tel: 020 5571 1396, 77959199

Would you like to rent or buy property?



3 beds  room, Ban Phonsavanh, Vientiane Province 
Near VIS school, Concrete road. Can be an office

Per month 22.400.000 kip

(Rent now, not expensive)

Email:  bouakham_nang@hotmail.com
www.bouakham-property.com

Rent now!

AB Apartment
Services:    2Bedrooms, 1Bedroom & Studio room

Features: Fully furnished apartment in Vientiane
with garden, A spacious parking, Air cond, Cable 
TV, house keeping, 24 hours security surveillance, 
washing machine and wireless connectivity.

Nearby: International community, diplomatic area & 
minute drive from Patuxay Monument.
Ban Sibounheuang, Chanthabouly District,
Vientiane Capital Lao PDR

Mobile: +856-20-55512828, +856-20-55008623
Phone: +856-21-263253, Fax: +856-21-222565

E-mail:          abapart@gmail.com
www.abapartment.com

RentsBuy Co., Ltd is a leading 
professional real estate 

company offering;house, land, 
apartment, office, 

warehouse, business for rent /for sale and 
property valuation throughout Lao PDR.

Office Tel: 021 419053-4, Fax: 021 419054, 
Office mobile:020 23333347, 77600059

www.RentsBuy.com 
email: rentsbuy@gmail.com

3 ຫ້ອງນອນ, ບ. ໂພນສະຫວັນ
- ໃກ້ກັບໂຮງຮຽນ VIS
- ທາງຮ່ອມ ຄອນກ໋ີດ
- ສາມາດເຮັດຫ້ອງການໄດ້ 
ແລະ ມີເດີນບ້ານ

www.blue-lagoon-resort-laos.com
Tel: (85620) 54802200, 54894272, 96854145

Company Ltd capital 5,6 billion kip 
(700 000$)

Lao Perfect 
Property

We provide services 
for exploring land for 

business 
development and 
property valuation 

throughout Lao
262 Donpamai, 

Sokpaluang-
ThaphalanxayRoad.

Tel: 020 23774746, 020 54284757
Email: Laoperfectproperty@hotmail.com
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HOTEL LAO
*Value *Comfort *Service
In the heart of Vientiane

Ideal for business or tourist
43/7 Hengboun Road, Vientiane

Tel: (856 21) 219280-1, Fax: (856 21) 219282
Email: hotellao.vientiane@gmail.com

Near That Luang Stupa
Short & Long Term

From 4,000,ooo kip per month
Air-conditioned, cable TV, 

housekeeping, laundry, electricity and water
Call: 020 55505840, 55023782

SERVICED APARTMENTS 
Spacious & tastefully decorated
Fully furnished 1 & 2 bedroom

Air-conditioning, Cable TV, Swimming pool, 
Garden, Housekeeping, Laundry

MP: 020 55505840, 020 55023782
Email: lao.heritage@gmail.com

Email: office@kerberossecurity.com, Fax: 021 217441
Tel: 021 260419/020 55878688/020 55509957

Lao Red Cross Youth Competition! 

Win a term of free English lessons by playing the Lao Red Cross Youth 
Competition.  From all correct entries, one winner will be drawn month.  This month’s winner will 
receive a notebook and a T-shirt promoting HIV/AIDS awareness.  From all monthly winners, one 
lucky winner will receive one full term of English lessons donated for free by Vientiane College. 

This month we have another word game for you. Just unscramble the following 5 words 
and  place them in the boxes provide. For the right answers we will give you in the next month .   

c H  R   A B  E                            A R c H A B E L T i 

c O   i D   A T                 A T E R E D S i N O c 

E L   i   E                                 G L i B E E L i 

 N D   S T A   i N G        A T U N D N i G R S D E N 

S   P A T                                           Y M P A S H T Y 

Cut out this entry form and send it to HIV/AIDS Project, Lao Red Cross,   PO Box 2948 or take it 
to the Lao Red Cross office behind Vat Xiengnhune. Closing date for the competition on 
Thursday, 28 February 2013 at 9.00am. 

Name:      _____________ ID Card No:   __________Address  &  Phone Number:  ____________

Last month’s winner:  Phongsavang BOUNSAVATH,  ID Card No: 04-0004598.   

Last month’s answer: Archeologist, Conscience, Destiny, Heritage and Inspector.  

Please contact to Ms. Phoutthalom for further more information at Tel: 241632.  
 
 
 

THE STRAITS TIMES

THE DAILY YOMIURI
THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN

Asia News Network (ANN)
The Asia News Network (ANN) is a network of leading daily English language 
newspapers in Asia, supported by the Konrad Adenauer Foundation of 
Germany through its regional representative bureau in Singapore. 
It was established in March, 1999, to provide avenues for cooperation and 
optimise coverage of major news events in the region. 
It also aims to promote journalism, share news stories, feature articles, 
editorials and personality profiles. ANN is the world’s most active newspaper 
alliance with a membership base of 18 newspapers in 16 countries. 
The German News Agency of Deutsche Presse-Agentur, as one of the leading 
international agencies and ANN’s exclusive partner, distributes news and 
features, background stories and commentaries from ANN  to subscribers 
worldwide.
They consist of Rasmei Kampuchea (Cambodia), China Daily (China), The 
Statesman (India), The Korea Herald (South Korea), The Star (Malaysia), Sin 
Chew Daily (Malaysia), The Nation (Thailand), The Straits Times (Singapore), 
The Philippine Daily Inquirer (Philippines), The Jakarta Post (Indonesia), 
Vietnam News (Vietnam), The Daily Star (Bangladesh), Vientiane Times 
(Laos), The Kathmandu Post (Nepal), The Island (Sri Lanka), Brunei Times 
(Brunei), The Nation (Pakistan), and China Post (Taiwan). The combined 
circulation of these newspapers is more than 14 million copies per day.
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